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Introduction 

 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is a statutory requirement to ensure any land use plan 

or programme that are likely to have significant effect on the environment are subjected to a 

strategic assessment to avoid or mitigate any adverse effects. The European Union Directive on 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (2001/42/EC) came into force in England on 21 July 2004 

through the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the 

Strategic Environmental Assessment Regulations, Statutory Instrument 2004 No.1633). Article 

1 of the Directive states that its objective is “to provide for a high level of protection of the 

environment and to contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into the 

preparation and adoption of plans and programmes with a view to promoting sustainable 

development”. 

 

The Directive requires that information be provided on the likely significant effects on the 

environment, including on issues such as: biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, 

water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage including architectural and 

archaeological heritage, landscape, and the interrelationship between the above factors. 

 

The Directive defines “environmental assessment” (Article 2(b)) as a procedure comprising: 

• Preparing an Environmental Report on the likely significant effects of the draft plan or 

programme. 

• Carrying out consultation on the draft plan or programme and the accompanying 

Environmental Report. 

• Taking into account the Environmental Report and the results of consultation in decision 

making. 

• Providing information when the plan or programme is adopted and showing how the 

results of the environmental assessment have been taken into account. 

 

The methodology for conducting a SEA is described in guidance produced by UK Government in 

2005, supported by supplementary guidance from Natural England and Local Authority. Broadly 

speaking the process includes 5 stages: 

• Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding on the 

scope. 

• Stage B: Developing and refining alternatives and assessing effects. 

• Stage C: Preparing the Environmental Report. 

• Stage D: Consulting on the draft plan or programme and the Environmental Report. 

• Stage E: Monitoring the significant effects of implementing the plan or programme on the 

environment. 

 

The Howardian Hills National Landscape Management Plan is a statutory document which 

intends to describe how the responsible authority for the designated area intends to meet the 

statutory purpose of conserving and enhancing natural beauty (natural beauty being described 

by the Special Qualities of the designation).  

 

The plan making process itself is compliant with the principles of a SEA and both processes have 

strong parallels. The SEA aims to test the National Landscape against the SEA Objectives, as 

defined by the relevant ‘Consultation Bodies’, in this case DEFRA bodies including Natural 

England, Environment Agency and Historic England.  
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The Howardian Hills National Landscape Management Plan 2025-2030 

 

The overarching aim of the Management Plan remains delivery of the statutory purpose of 

designation; to conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the area. Compared to its 

predecessors (the 2019, 2014, 2009 Plans), the 2025 Plan has a revised, simplified structure, a 

reduced length, a reduced number of main themes and updated terminology.  This new structure 

removes the Action Plan listing, allowing for a separate, more flexible annual Action Plan which 

can adapt to changing issues and opportunities rather than remaining fixed by the five year 

Management Plan review cycle. To reduce repetition and aid brevity, it moves the key drivers of 

change out of each individual topic and groups them in Part 3: About the Howardian Hills. 

 

Structure of the 2019 Plan 

Foreword 

Part One: Introduction  

1.1 The legal and policy framework of AONBs 

1.2 The Howardian Hills AONB 

1.3 Special Qualities 

1.4 The AONB Partnership 

1.5 The AONB Management Plan 

1.6 Landscape character 

Part Two: Achieving a Vision  

2.1 A Vision for a Living Landscape 

2.2 Natural Capital and Ecosystem Services 

2.3 A Rich Heritage 

2.3.1 Natural Environment 

2.3.2 Historic Environment 

2.4 Living and Working in the Howardian Hills 

2.4.1 Local Communities 

2.4.2 Agriculture 

2.4.3 Forestry and Woodland 

2.4.4 Development and the Rural Economy 

2.4.5 Roads, Transport and Traffic Management 

2.5 Enjoying the AONB 

2.5.1 Recreation, Access and Tourism 

2.6 Awareness and Promotion 

Part Three: Implementation  

3.1 Putting the Plan into Action 

3.2 Monitoring 

3.3 Action Programme 

 

Structure of the 2025 Plan 

Chair’s Welcome - equivalent to Foreword 

Part 1:   Introduction 

Part 2:   Legal and Policy Framework - equivalent to 1.1 and 1.5 

Part 3:   About the Howardian Hills - equivalent to 1.2, 1.3 and 1.6 

Part 4:   Vision, Outcomes and Objectives 

Vision and outcomes - equivalent to 2.1 

4.1 Climate - equivalent to 2.2 

4.2 Natural Environment - equivalent to 2.3.1, 2.4.2 and 2.4.3 

4.3 Historic Environment - equivalent to 2.3.2 

4.4 Built Environment - equivalent to 2.4.4 (development) and 2.4.5 

4.5 Living and Working - equivalent to 2.4.1 and 2.4.4 (rural economy) 

4.6 Visiting – equivalent to 2.5.1 and 2.6 
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Part 5:  Partnership Delivery - equivalent to 1.4, 3.1 and 3.2 

 

Thus, the 2025 Plan structure retains topics covered in the 2019 Plan apart from the Action Plan. 

 

Vision 

The draft 2025 Plan reiterates the same Vision as was published in the 2019 Plan, with minor 

change to wording to remove use of the term ‘AONB’. 

 

Thus, the Vision continues to state: 

The Howardian Hills will continue to be a tranquil and sympathetically managed rural 

area. It will still be notable for its extensive woodland, rolling agricultural fields, large 

country houses and designed parklands. The threats to the natural and cultural 

resources will have been mitigated by the adoption of appropriate resilience strategies 

and these assets will be sympathetically managed within a diverse and prosperous rural 

economy. Active and resilient communities will have increased opportunities for people 

of all ages to live and work in the area. Residents and visitors alike will be able to enjoy 

and appreciate the area in an environmentally sustainable way. 

 

The content of the draft Vision has low divergence from that presented in the 2019 Plan and 2014 

Plan, with more movement apparent when compared to the 2009 Plan (see Appendix 1).  

 

Special Qualities 

The 2025 Plan also includes the Special Qualities for which the Howardian Hills National 

Landscape is designated, also unchanged from the previous Plans. These are: 

• An unusual landform. 

• A richly varied landscape. 

• A landscape of high visual quality. 

• A remarkable heritage. 

• An important wildlife resource. 

• Tranquillity. 

 

Objectives 

There is considerable continuity of Objectives with previous Plans. The overwhelming majority 

of changes consist of re-organisation, rewording or re-emphasis of content, with the 2025 Plan 

aiming to be a higher-level strategic document, supported by a separate Action Plan which 

contains more detail on delivery, targets and indicators. The most significant changes in 

structure of the Objectives are: 

• To group the key Objectives on agriculture, forestry and woodland in the theme of 

Natural Environment rather than in Living and Working, recognising the main focus of 

the Management Plan is on their delivery of biodiversity, rather than economic, benefit. 

• To express some of the Actions in previous Plans as Objectives in the 2025 Plan. 

• Removal or adaptation of Objectives which use now-obsolete terminology or referred 

to an issue which is not relevant to the 2025-2030 period. 

 

SEA Requirement 

 

The level of re-structure makes conduct of SEA screening across the various generations of 

Plans complex. Bearing in mind that a full SEA has not been conducted since preparation of the 

2009 Plan and that the 2019 and 2014 Plans assessments were based on SEA screening of the 

Vision (see Appendix 1) and Objectives (see Appendix 2), it seems timely to complete a new 

detailed version for the 2025 Plan. 
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Relevant policies, plans and programmes   

National Landscape Management Plans are influenced by many other plans, programmes and 

policies at an international, national and local level. They also contribute to and influence the 

development of other plans and policies which are relevant to the primary purpose of the 

designation, see list in Appendix 4. 

 

SEA environmental baseline data 

The ‘State of the AONB’ Reports are primary sources of data on the area. Produced to support 

each Plan period, they are based on the SEA topics defined in the guidance and, in this iteration, 

including Protected Landscape Targets and Outcomes Framework (PLTOF) data, see Appendix 

5. They provide the information used to predict and monitor effects of a plan or programme, 

identify any environmental issues and inform any decision on potential need for mitigation.  

 

SEA environmental objectives 

Each proposed (or amended) Management Plan Objective is assessed against the SEA 

Environmental Objectives set out below to determine any likely significant effect on the 

environmental assets of the National Landscape. The proposed SEA Objectives are based on 

those given in the DEFRA/Natural England guidance. The Objectives are split into 

Environmental, focused on Environmental Assets and Sustainability, focused on people and 

population aspects. 

 

SEA Objective Relevant SEA Topic 

Environmental   

E1 Protect and enhance biodiversity (habitats 

and connectivity )  Biodiversity (flora & fauna), Geology 
E2 Protect and enhance flora and fauna 

(individual species)  Biodiversity (flora & fauna) 
E3 Protect and enhance soil quality  Soils 

E4 Protect the water environment  Water 

E5 Protect and improve air quality  Air 

E6 Conserve and enhance the historic 

environment  Heritage 

E7 Conserve and enhance landscape, seascape, 

KSL character  
Landscape, Heritage, Biodiversity (flora & 

fauna), Geology 

E8 Protect material assets  Material Assets, Soils, Water, Geology 

E9 To reduce the causes of climate change and 

mitigate the impacts  All Topics 

E10 To avoid adverse cumulative impacts All Topics 

Sustainability   

S1 Ensure no adverse effect on population  Population 

S2 Reduce and mitigate flood risk  Material Assets, Water, Population, Human 

Health 

S3 Create encourage safe, vibrant, cohesive, 

mixed communities  Population, Human Health 

S4 Promote healthy lifestyles, protect and 

enhance human health  Human Health 

S5 Improve education, training and 

employment skills  Population 

S6 Promote economic development that 

supports social and environmental objectives  Population, Material Assets 
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S7 Minimise the consumption of natural 

resources  Material Assets, Water, Soils, Biodiversity (flora 

& fauna), Geology 

S8 Promote good governance All Topics 

 

Compatibility of Objectives 

SEA environmental and sustainability Objectives have been tested against each other for 

compatibility to ensure that any conflicts are identified. Cells with an ‘o’ are considered 

compatible, cells with an ‘x’ are incompatible and those left blank are unrelated.  

 

E1                                     
E2 o                                   
E3 o o                                 
E4 o o o                               
E5 o o o o                             
E6         o                           
E7 o o   o o o                         
E8     o o o o o                       
E9 o o o o     o o                     
E10 o o o o o o o o o                   
S1       o o o o o o o                 
S2 o   o o o   o o o o o               
S3 o o     o o o o o o o o             
S4 o o   o   o   o o o o   o           
S5 o o o o o   o o o o o   o o         
S6     o o o o o o o o o o o o o       
S7 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o     
S8 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o   
  E1 E2 E3 E4 E5 E6 E7 E8 E9 E10 S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 S7 S8 

 

No significant compatibility issues are expected and no conflicts foreseen from the interrelation 

of different Objectives. 

 

Appraisal framework  

The SEA uses an appraisal framework to assess the Management Plan Objectives against the 

SEA Objectives.  

 

A six-point scale will be used as suggested in DEFRA guidance and be used for scoring: 

• Strongly supports SEA Objective ++  

• Supports the SEA Objective +  

• Neutral/no effect N  

• Potential conflict with SEA Objective –  

• Strongly conflicts with SEA Objective – – 

• Uncertain effect X  

 

The framework will be used to record the assessment of each Management Plan Objective in a 

consistent manner.  

 

The assessment takes the form of a series of tables, in which each Management Plan Objective 

will be assessed against the SEA Objectives listed utilising the SEA scoring described above. 
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Each proposed (or amended) 2025 Plan Objective is assessed against the SEA Environmental 

Objectives to determine any likely significant effect on the environmental assets of the National 

Landscape, see Appendix 6. The proposed SEA Objectives are based on those given in the 

DEFRA/Natural England guidance. The Objectives are split into “Environmental”, focused on 

Environmental Assets and “Sustainability”, focused on people and population aspects. 

 

Given the role of the 2025 Plan to outline management of the area with the statutory purpose to 

conserve and enhance the area’s natural beauty, it is expected that most of the 2025 Plan 

Objectives will have a beneficial effect, some may be neutral and none will have a negative 

effect. The DEFRA guidance advises that, given limited resources and the nature of the 

Management Plan process effort should be focused on identifying adverse effects and 

developing alternative actions and/or mitigation rather than excessive analysis of the scale of 

beneficial effects.  

 

Conclusion 

 

Based on the SEA process, the Objectives included within the draft 2025 Plan are considered to 

either align with or have no significant impact when tests against the SEA Objectives, with a 

number of Management Plan Objectives found to strongly align with the SEA Objectives.  

 

The assessment demonstrates that only a very small number of plans, projects, initiatives 

arising from Objectives could conceivably have any negative effect. These would, in their 

development, be subject to their own individual SEA/HRA assessments where required. The 

plan therefore brings forward no proposals which place the landscape character, special 

qualities and environment of the Howardian Hills National landscape. 

 

As no adverse impacts were found, there is no requirement for mitigation. 

 

Consultation 

 

The three statutory bodies for the purposes of SEA are Natural England, the Environment Agency 

and Historic England.  These bodies will be consulted for their views on the conclusions of this 

assessment. In addition, this report will be published on the Howardian Hills website alongside the 

draft 2025 Plan, thereby enabling a wide range of stakeholders to respond if they wish.  

  

Following consultation an SEA statement will be published to show the conclusions of this 

exercise.  

 

Further Information 

 

Further information on this screening report can be obtained from: 

Howardian Hills National Landscape 

The Old Vicarage 

Bondgate 

Helmsley 

York 

YO62 5BP 

Tel: 01609 536778 

Email: info@howardianhills.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:info@howardianhills.org.uk
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Appendix 1 – Table comparing Vision for 2025, 2019, 2014 and 2009 Plans 

2025 Plan 2019 Plan 2014 Plan 2009 Plan Divergence  Likely 

significance 

of divergence 

to the 

environment 

The Howardian Hills will 

continue to be a tranquil 

and sympathetically 

managed rural area. It will 

still be notable for its 

extensive woodland, 

rolling agricultural fields, 

large country houses and 

designed parklands. The 

threats to the natural and 

cultural resources will 

have been mitigated by 

the adoption of 

appropriate resilience 

strategies and these 

assets will be 

sympathetically managed 

within a diverse and 

prosperous rural 

economy. Active and 

resilient communities will 

have increased 

opportunities for people 

of all ages to live and work 

in the area. Residents and 

The Howardian Hills will 

continue to be a tranquil 

and sympathetically 

managed rural area. It will 

still be notable for its 

extensive woodland, 

rolling farmland, large 

country houses and 

designated parklands. 

The threats to the natural 

and cultural resources of 

the AONB will have been 

mitigated by the adoption 

of appropriate resilience 

strategies and these 

assets will be 

sympathetically managed 

within a diverse and 

prosperous rural 

economy. Active and 

resilient communities will 

have increased 

opportunities for people 

of all ages to live and work 

in the area. Residents and 

The Howardian Hills will 

continue to be a tranquil 

and well-managed rural 

area. It will still be 

notable for its extensive 

woodland, rolling 

agricultural fields, large 

country houses and 

designated parklands. 

The threats to the 

natural and cultural 

resources of the AONB 

will have been 

addressed and these 

assets will be 

sympathetically 

managed within a 

diverse and prosperous 

rural economy. Active 

and resilient 

communities will have 

increased opportunities 

for people of all ages to 

live and work in the area. 

Residents and visitors 

The Howardian Hills will 

continue to be a tranquil 

and well-managed rural 

area. It will still be 

notable for its extensive 

woodland, rolling 

agricultural fields, large 

country houses and 

designed parklands. 

Natural and cultural 

resources will be 

sympathetically 

managed within a 

diverse and prosperous 

rural economy. Active 

communities will have 

increased opportunities 

for people of all ages to 

live and work in the area. 

Residents and visitors 

alike will be able to enjoy 

and appreciate the 

AONB in an 

environmentally 

sustainable way. 

Low Divergence 

The only 

divergence 

between the 

2025 Plan and 

2019 Plan is 

removal of the 

wording ‘AONB’. 

 

There is very 

little divergence 

between the 

2019 and 2014 

visions (e.g. 

minor 

replacements 

including 

“addressed” with 

“mitigated by 

the adoption of 

appropriate 

resilience 

strategies”; “well 

managed” with 

“sympathetically 

Not significant 
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visitors alike will be able to 

enjoy and appreciate the 

area in an environmentally 

sustainable way. 

visitors alike will be able to 

enjoy and appreciate the 

AONB in an 

environmentally 

sustainable way. 

alike will be able to enjoy 

and appreciate the 

AONB in an 

environmentally 

sustainable way. 

 

managed”; 

“agricultural 

fields” with 

“farmland” etc) .   

 

There is 

however 

divergence 

between the 

2019 Vision and 

that in the 2009 

Plan.   

 

The 2009 Vision 

included the: 

“Natural and 

cultural 

resources will be 

sympathetically 

managed within 

a diverse and 

prosperous rural 

economy” which 

is rephrased in 

the 2019 (and 

2014) Plan: “The 

threats to the 

natural and 

cultural 

resources of the 

AONB will have 

been addressed 

and these assets 

will be 
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sympathetically 

managed within 

a diverse and 

prosperous rural 

economy”. 

 

The reference to 

‘active 

communities’ in 

the 2009 plan 

has been 

modified to 

‘active and 

resilient 

communities’.  
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Appendix 2 – Comparison of the 2019, 2014 and 2009 Plans 

 

Table 1: Establishing the need for SEA 

 

Stage  Answer Reason 

1. Is the PP subject to preparation 

and / or adoption by a national, 

regional or local authority OR 

prepared by an authority for 

adoption through a legislative 

procedure by Parliament or 

Government? (Art. 2 (a)) 

Yes The Plan will be prepared on behalf 

of, and adopted by, North Yorkshire 

Council. 

2. Is the PP required by legislative, 

regulatory or administrative 

provisions? (Art. 2(a)) 

 

Yes The Plan is being prepared under 

section 89 of the Countryside and 

Rights of Way Act 2000. 

3. Is the PP prepared for agriculture, 

forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, 

transport, waste management, 

water management, 

telecommunications, tourism, town 

and country planning or land use 

AND does it set a framework for 

future development consents of 

projects in Annexes I and II to the EIA  

Directive? (Art. 3.2 (a)) 

No Although the Plan covers several of 

these topics, it is unlikely that any 

work proposed or required by the 

Management Plan would fall into 

Annexes I and II of the EIA Directive. 

4. Will the PP, in view of its likely 

effect on sites, require an 

assessment under Article 6 or 7 of 

the Habitats Directive? (Art 3.2 (b)) 

 

No An HRA Screening Report has been 

completed. The report concluded 

that there will not to be a likely 

significant effect (LSE) on any 

designated sites, and therefore an 

appropriate assessment is not 

required.  
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5. Does the PP determine the use of 

small areas at local level, OR is it a 

minor modification of a PP subject to 

Art 3.2? (Art 3.3)  

 

Not 

applicable 

This question need only be answered 

if questions 3 or 4 are answered in 

the affirmative.  

 

 

 

  

6. Does the PP set the framework for 

future development consent of 

projects (not just projects in 

Annexes to the EIA Directive) (Art 

3.4)7 

 

Yes  A narrower interpretation of 

‘framework for development 

consents’ would exclude the Plan as 

it does not direct projects that would 

generally fall within the planning 

system.  

 

However, public bodies, statutory 

undertakers etc. have a duty to have 

regard to the purposes of National 

Landscapes and their Special 

Qualities when discharging their 

functions e.g. planning authorities 

making planning decisions8.  

 

Taking a broader interpretation of 

‘framework’, the Plan may affect the 

outcome of future development 

consents, and as such a 

 
7 The Directive is not clear on what constitutes a framework for development consents, but a broad interpretation has been taken in this assessment, informed partly by wider 

experience of SEA as described in the Resource Manual to Support Application of the UNECE Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment (United Nations draft 

document, 2006). This describes such frameworks as documents that place limits on types of activity from an area, contain conditions to be met by applicants if permission is 

to be granted, or that are designed to preserve certain characteristics of an area. (See:  

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/eia/sea_manual/documents/SEA%20Manual%20-%20Chapter%20A3%20-%20slides.pdf )    
8 Part IV, Section 85 (1) of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 establishes a general duty on public bodies: “In exercising or performing any functions in relation to, 

or so as to affect, land in an area of outstanding natural beauty, a relevant authority shall have regard to the purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the 

area of outstanding natural beauty”. Public bodies are listed as relevant authorities. 

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/eia/sea_manual/documents/SEA%20Manual%20-%20Chapter%20A3%20-%20slides.pdf
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precautionary decision of ‘Yes’ has 

been made. 

7. Is the PP’s sole purpose to serve 

national defence or civil emergency, 

or is it a financial or budget PP, OR is 

it co-financed by structural funds or 

EAGGF programmes 2000 to 2006/7 

(Art 3.8, 3.9)? 

 

Not 

applicable 

This question need only be answered 

if the answer to question 6 is ‘no’. Or 

the answer to question 8 is ‘yes’. 

 

 

 

  

8. Is it likely to have a significant 

effect on the environment? (Art 3.5) 

(See Appendix 3 for criteria and 

characteristics determining 

significance) 

 

No In determining the significance of 

environmental effects from the Plan, 

consideration has been made to the 

scale of change from previous Plans, 

and criteria of significance presented 

in the Annex II of the SEA Directive.  

 

Due to the consistency in Vision and 

aims of the current and previous 

Management Plans, and the fact that 

the Objectives are aligned with the 

statutory purpose to conserve and 

enhance the natural beauty of the 

area, it is determined that the Plan 

will not result in significant negative 

effects on the environment.  

 

 

2019 Plan 2014 Plan 2009 Plan Divergence  Likely 

significance of 

divergence to the 

environment 

AN ECOSYSTEM APPROACH  
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NCES1 Gain a better 

understanding of the AONB’s 

natural capital assets, their 

quality and their relative 

roles/significance in the 

provision of ecosystem services 

 

ES1 Gain a better 

understanding of the AONB’s 

contribution to ecosystem 

services 

N/a Moderate divergence 

between the 2014 

and 2019 Plans. The 

new policy provides 

additional emphasis 

on natural capital 

assets, rather than 

just the ecosystem 

services the AONB 

provides. It also 

seeks to gain a better 

understanding of the 

relative importance 

of the assets and the 

services they 

provide.  

 

High divergence 

between the 2019 

and 2009 as there 

was no related policy 

previously.  

Not significant 

 

The Objective 

relates to 

gathering 

information and 

increasing 

understanding 

of natural 

capital and the 

ecosystem 

services they 

provide. 

Therefore, any 

environmental 

effects are not 

significant.  

NCES2 Promote sustainability 

and support appropriate 

projects that benefit the 

AONB’s natural capital, 

ecosystems services and 

Special Qualities 

 

ES2 Promote sustainability 

and support appropriate 

projects that benefit the 

AONB’s ecosystems services 

and Special Qualities 

 

SF2 Promote 

sustainability and support  

appropriate projects that 

benefit the AONB 

Low divergence 

between 2019 and 

2014 Plan, due to the 

addition of natural 

capital.   

 

Low divergence from 

2009 Plan, with 

increased emphasis 

on natural capital, 

ecosystem services 

and AONB Special 

Low to 

Moderate 

significance but 

beneficial 

 

The overall aims 

of the 

Objectives are 

the same but 

with greater 

emphasis on 

natural capital, 
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9 A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment  

Qualities. However, 

the overall aims of 

the Objectives are 

the same.   

ecosystem 

services and 

AONB Special 

Qualities.  This 

reflects updates 

to government 

policy e.g. 

DEFRA 25 Year 

Environment 

Plan9 and will 

potentially 

strengthen 

protection for 

the AONB and 

increase 

resilience to 

significant 

environmental 

effects. 

     

NCES3  Monitor climate change 

trends/scenarios and evaluate 

potential future impacts on the 

AONB 

 

ES3 Understand potential 

climate change trends and 

scenarios and monitor 

impacts on the AONB 

 

SF1 Assess the AONB’s 

contribution to climate 

change mitigation / 

adaptation and monitor the 

impacts of climate change 

on its special qualities 

Low divergence  

 

The overall aim of the 

Objectives is broadly 

the similar but NCES3 

increases emphasis 

on considering future 

climate change 

impacts.  

Not significant 

 

The NCES3 will 

increase 

resilience of the 

AONB by 

considering 

future climatic 

impacts.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
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NE1 Continually improve 

knowledge of the biodiversity 

resources in the AONB 

 

NE1 Continually improve 

knowledge of the wildlife 

resources in the AONB 

 

NE1 Continually improve 

knowledge of the wildlife 

resources in the AONB and 

the possible impacts of 

climate change upon them 

Low divergence 

between 2019 and 

2014 Objectives 

which has been 

updated to replace 

‘wildlife’ with 

‘biodiversity’. 

 

Moderate divergence 

between 2019 and 

2009 Objective 

largely due to the 

removal of climate 

change.  

Low 

significance  

 

The inclusion of 

natural capital is 

in keeping with 

current 

government 

policy. The 

absence of 

climate change 

(when 

compared to 

the 2009) is not 

significant as it 

is dealt with in 

other 

Objectives (e.g. 

NCES3). 

 

     

NE2 Ensure that appropriate 

protection is given to the best 

nature conservation sites in the 

AONB 

 

NE2     Ensure that appropriate 

protection is given to the best 

nature conservation sites in 

the AONB 

 

NE2 Give priority to 

conservation of the best 

remaining nature 

conservation nature 

conservation sites in the 

AONB 

Low divergence  Not significant 

NE3 Assist with the 

implementation of 

25YEP/BD2020/WFD/LBAP 

targets for priority habitats in 

the AONB (broadleaved 

woodland; grasslands; 

wetlands) to improve condition 

NE3     Assist with the 

implementation of LBAP 

/BD2020/WFD targets for 

priority habitats in the AONB: 

broadleaved woodland; 

grasslands; and wetlands, to 

NE4 Implementation of 

local BAP targets for 

woodland habitats; 

 

NE5 Implementation of 

local BAP targets for 

grassland habitats; 

Low divergence  

 

Each Objective has 

been updated to 

reflect new 

government policy 

and targets e.g. the 

Not significant 
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and increase network 

connectivity 

 

improve condition and 

increase habitat connectivity 

 

NE6 Implementation of 

local BAP targets for 

wetland habitats 

 

NE9 Encourage less-

intensive management of 

farmland, to create a wider 

network of complementary 

semi-natural habitats 

 

2019 Objective 

includes reference to 

the new Defra 25 

year Environment 

Plan.   

NE4      Assist with the 

implementation of 

25YEP/BD2020/WFD/LBAP 

targets for priority species for 

which the AONB is important 

 

 

NE4    Assist with the 

implementation of 

LBAP/BD2020 targets for 

priority species for which the 

AONB is important 

 

NE7 Implementation of 

local BAP targets for 

important species  

 

Low divergence  

 

The Objectives have 

been updated to 

reflect new 

government policy 

and targets e.g. the 

2019 Objective 

includes reference to 

the new Defra 25 

Year Environment 

Plan.   

 

 

Not significant  

NE5      Assist with the 

implementation of 

25YEP/BD2020/WFD/LBAP 

targets for wildlife within 

villages 

 

NE5 Assist with the 

implementation of 

LBAP/BD2020 targets for 

wildlife within villages 

N/A Low divergence from 

2014 Objective due 

to inclusion of 25YEP 

targets.   

 

High divergence from 

2009 as there was no 

previous objective.  

However, the aim of 

Not significant 
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this policy would have 

been delivered 

through other 

Objectives in the 

2009 Plan e.g. NE7, 

NE9 etc.  

 

NE6 Monitor and where 

appropriate support control of 

invasive non-native species in 

the AONB 

 

 

NE6 Monitor and where 

appropriate support control of 

invasive non-native species in 

the AONB 

 

NE8 Monitor and where 

appropriate control 

invasive non-native species 

in the AONB 

Low divergence  

 

Not significant 

NE7 Encourage the 

conservation of important 

geodiversity sites and features 

in the AONB 

 

 

NE7 Encourage the 

identification and 

conservation of important 

geodiversity sites and 

features in the AONB 

 

NE11 Encourage the 

identification and 

conservation of important 

geodiversity sites and 

features in the AONB 

Low divergence  

 

NE7 was updated to 

identify that the 

identification of 

geodiversity sites 

and features has 

already been 

undertaken.  

 

Not significant 

NE8 Provide assistance to 

farmers and land managers, to 

help them manage their land 

sympathetically 

 

 

NE8      Provide assistance to 

farmers and land managers, to 

help them manage their land 

sympathetically 

NE12 Provide assistance 

to farmers and land 

managers, to help them 

manage their land 

sympathetically 

 

NE9 Encourage less 

intensive management of 

farmland, to create a wider 

network of complementary 

semi-natural habitats. 

Low divergence  

  

Not significant 
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NE9 Ensure continued 

recognition of the Howardian 

Hills as a priority area for 

biodiversity 

  

NE9 Ensure continued 

recognition of the Howardian 

Hills as a priority area for 

biodiversity in North 

Yorkshire, as part of the NY&Y 

LNP. 

N/a Low divergence from 

2014 Objective due 

to the removal of 

reference to the 

geographical location 

of the AONB.  

 

High divergence from 

2009 Plan, as there 

was no comparable 

Objective.   This 

Objective can be met 

by delivery of 

Management Plan 

and other natural 

environment 

Objectives.   

 

Not significant 

 

 

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 

HE1 Improve understanding 

of the AONB’s historic 

environment and its 

significance 

 

 

HE1 Improve 

understanding of the AONB’s 

historic environment and its 

significance 

HE1 Improve knowledge 

of the AONB’s 

archaeological remains, 

historic buildings, cultural 

history, the inter-

relationship of these 

features in the wider 

landscape.  

 

Low divergence - 

there is no change 

from the 2014 

Objective, and only 

minor wording 

changes from the 

2009 Objective.  

Not significant  

 

 

HE2 Conserve and enhance 

the significance of the AONB’s 

historic environment 

 

 

HE2    Sustain and enhance the 

significance of the AONB’s 

historic environment 

HE2 Ensure appropriate 

statutory protection for all 

nationally important 

monuments, buildings and 

structures in the AONB.    

 

Low divergence from 

previous Plan 

Objective (‘sustain’ 

replaced with 

‘conserve’).   

 

Not significant 
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HE4 Ensure that the 

diversity, quality and 

distinctiveness of the 

AONB’s historic heritage is 

conserved and enhanced. 

Objectives HE2 and 

HE4 from the 2009 

Plan together cover 

the same Objective 

aims as the 2019 HE2 

Objective.  

 

HE3 Help local people to 

identify the non-designated 

heritage assets which 

contribute to the character of 

their area and support the 

development of management 

strategies for their 

conservation and enhancement 

 

HE3 Help local people to 

identify the non-designated 

heritage assets which 

contribute to the character of 

their area and ensure that 

Local Plans include 

appropriate measures for their 

management 

HE3 Encourage local 

participation in the 

monitoring, adoption and 

management of cultural 

and historic heritage sites 

 

HE4 Ensure that the 

diversity, quality and 

distinctiveness of the 

AONB’s historic heritage is 

conserved and enhanced 

 

Low divergence – 

there is a change in 

the drafting from the 

previous Plan, which 

broadens the 

requirement to 

supporting 

management 

strategies rather 

than specifically Local 

Plans.  

 

The new HE3 

Objective broadly 

meets the same aim 

as those in the 2009 

Plan.  

Not significant 

LIVING AND WORKING IN THE HOWARDIAN HILLS 

LC1      Support the retention of 

village services and the 

identification and 

implementation of projects that 

maintain and enhance village 

character, sustainability, 

economy and sense of 

community. 

 

LC1    Assist local communities 

with identifying and 

implementing projects that 

maintain and enhance their 

character, sustainability and 

sense of community 

 

LC1 Assist local 

communities with 

identifying projects that 

maintain and enhance their 

character, sustainability 

and community pride. 

Moderate to High 

divergence  

 

The inclusion of 

emphasis of 

retention of village 

services and the 

economy is different 

Low to 

Moderate 

significance 

 

The retention of 

services in rural 

communities 

and reference 

to the economy 
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 to the previous to 

LC1 Objectives.  

  

may result in 

potential 

significant 

effects.  

 

However, when 

considering the 

Objective as a 

whole, noting 

the emphasis 

on 

enhancement 

and 

sustainability, 

and in the wider 

context of the 

Management 

Plan and its 

other 

Objectives, it is 

not consider to 

result in 

significant 

environmental 

effects.  

LC2     Encourage voluntary and 

community engagement with 

the local natural and historic 

environment of the AONB 

LC2     Encourage voluntary 

and community engagement 

with the local natural and 

historic environment of the 

AONB. 

n/a  No divergence from 

the Objective in the 

2014 Plan. 

 

High divergence from 

the 2009 Plan as it did 

not include a LC2 

policy.  

 

Not significant 

 

The Objective 

aims in the 2009 

Plan where met 

by other 

policies 

including LC1 

and HE3.  
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AG1 Encourage the 

development and uptake of new 

Government support 

mechanisms that promote 

sustainable farm and rural 

business development 

AG1 Encourage the 

development and uptake of 

Government support 

mechanisms that achieve 

sustainable farm and rural 

business development 

 

AG1 Encourage the 

development and uptake of 

government support 

mechanisms that achieve 

sustainable farm and rural 

business development 

 

AG3 Encourage 

sustainable alternative 

farm enterprises that 

conserve and enhance the 

special qualities of the 

AONB.  

 

Low divergence  

 

Replacement of 

‘achieve’ with 

‘promote’. 

 

The AG3 Objective 

was removed 

following review for 

the 2014 Plan.  It is 

considered that it is 

covered by AG1.  

Not significant  

AG2 Support farm 

businesses in the AONB by 

providing advice and 

appropriate assistance 

 

AG2 Support farm 

businesses in the AONB by 

providing advice and 

appropriate assistance 

AG2 Support farm 

businesses in the AONB by 

providing conservation 

advice and appropriate 

assistance 

Low divergence Not significant 

AG3 Ensure high standards 

of design and careful siting of all 

new farm buildings and 

infrastructure 

AG3 Ensure high standards 

of design and careful siting of 

all new farm buildings and 

infrastructure 

AG4 Ensure high 

standards of design and 

careful siting of all new farm 

buildings and infrastructure 

 

No divergence  

 

Not significant 

FW1 Ensure that all woodland 

felling, management and 

creation proposals recognise 

the Special Qualities of the 

AONB 

 

FW1 Ensure that all 

woodland felling, management 

and creation proposals 

recognise the Special Qualities 

of the AONB 

FW1 Ensure that all 

woodland felling and 

management proposals 

recognise the Special 

Qualities of the AONB 

 

No divergence 

between the 2019 

and 2014 Plans.   

 

Moderate divergence 

from the 2009 Plan, 

as FE1 now includes 

new woodland.  

However, this was 

Not significant  
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10 http://www.howardianhills.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Howardian-Hills-AONB-MP-SEA-Screening-Report-Update-March-2014.pdf  

previously covered 

by FW5 in 2009 Plan.  

 

FW2     Encourage a multi-

objective approach to woodland 

management in the AONB 

FW2  Encourage a multi-

objective approach to 

woodland management in the 

AONB 

FW2 Encourage a multi-

objective approach to 

woodland management in 

the AONB 

 

No divergence  Not significant 

FW3 Monitor and mitigate 

the incidence and impacts of 

pests and diseases in the AONB. 

 

FW3    Monitor and manage the 

incidence and impacts of pests 

and diseases in the AONB 

 

 

N/A Low divergence 

between from 2014 

Plan.     

 

However, a high 

degree of divergence 

from the 2009 

Management Plan as 

not previously 

covered.    

Low 

Significance  

 

The potential 

significance was 

identified in the 

2014 SEA 

Screening and a 

‘policy off’ was 

undertaken (see 

Appendix 2 of 

the 2014 SEA 

Screening 

Report10).  It 

identified that 

the inclusion of 

the Objective 

resulted in less 

significant 

environment 

effect than not 

having the 

Objective in the 

http://www.howardianhills.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Howardian-Hills-AONB-MP-SEA-Screening-Report-Update-March-2014.pdf
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11 Health and harmony: the future for food, farming and the environment in a Green Brexit 

Management 

Plan.    

 

FW4     Encourage the use of 

trees and shrubs of climate-

appropriate provenance when 

planting or re-stocking, to 

develop future resilience. 

FW4     Encourage the use of 

known provenance trees and 

shrubs when planting or re-

stocking 

FW3 Encourage the use 

of local provenance trees 

and shrubs where 

appropriate when re-

stocking 

Low divergence   Not significant 

FW5     Encourage new areas of 

woodland where these would 

conserve or enhance the 

Special Qualities of the AONB, 

enhance habitat or natural 

capital networks, or provide 

ecosystem services benefits. 

 

FW5   Encourage new areas of 

woodland where these would 

conserve or enhance the 

special qualities of the AONB 

or improve habitat networks 

FW5  Encourage new areas 

of woodland where these 

would conserve or enhance 

the special qualities of the 

AONB or improve habitat 

networks 

Low Divergence with 

additional emphasis 

on natural capital and 

ecosystem services  

 

 

Not significant  

FW6     Support the continued 

development of local and 

regional markets for timber and 

woodland products. 

 

FW6   Encourage the 

continued development of 

markets for wood and timber 

FW4 Encourage the 

development of alternative 

markets for wood and 

timber  

Low Divergence  

 

Not significant 

FW7     Encourage the 

development and uptake of new 

grant and advice mechanisms 

that achieve AONB 

Management Plan Objectives 

for woodland management and 

creation. 

 

FW7    Encourage the 

development of grant and 

advice mechanisms that 

achieve AONB Management 

Plan Objectives for woodland 

creation and management 

FW6 Encourage the 

development of grant and 

advice mechanisms that 

achieve AONB 

Management Plan 

Objectives for woodland 

management 

 

FW5 Encourage new 

areas of woodland where 

these would conserve or 

Low Divergence  Not significant 

 

Updated 

wording for new 

Objective to 

reflect 

replacement of 

existing 

schemes post 

Brexit11.   

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/684003/future-farming-environment-consult-document.pdf
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enhance the special 

qualities of the AONB or 

improve habitat networks 

 

DRE1 Ensure that all new 

development is compatible with 

the aims of AONB designation 

and has regard to social, 

economic and environmental 

sustainability 

D1 Ensure that any new 

development is compatible 

with the aims of AONB 

designation and has regard to 

social, economic and 

environmental sustainability 

D1 Ensure that any 

new development is 

compatible with the aims of 

the AONB designation and 

has regard to social, 

economic and 

environmental 

sustainability  

 

Low Divergence Not significant 

DRE2        Encourage high 

standards in both the design of 

new development within the 

AONB and the management of 

existing buildings/features 

D2      Encourage high 

standards in both the design 

of new development within 

the AONB and the 

management of existing 

buildings/features 

 

D2 Encourage high 

standards in both the 

design of new development 

within the AONB and the 

management of existing 

buildings / features.  

No Divergence  

 

Not significant 

DRE3        Encourage the 

mitigation of intrusive features, 

to enhance the local landscape 

character and tranquillity of the 

AONB 

 

D3      Encourage the 

mitigation of intrusive 

features, to enhance the local 

landscape character and 

tranquillity of the AONB 

D3 Encourage the 

mitigation of intrusive 

features, to enhance the 

local landscape character 

and tranquillity of the 

AONB 

No Divergence Not significant 

DRE4        Support appropriate 

minerals-working proposals 

which conserve and enhance 

the Special Qualities of the 

AONB 

 

D4      Support appropriate 

minerals-working proposals 

which conserve and enhance 

the Special Qualities of the 

AONB 

 

D4 Encourage the supply of 

local stone for building and 

drystone wall restoration 

work 

No Divergence from 

the 2014 Objective.  

 

Moderate Divergence 

from the 2009 Plan.   

The new Objective 

does not explicitly 

cite local stone 

Low 

significance 

 

As considered 

within the 2014 

SEA Screening, 

the newer 

objective makes 
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12 D4.1 Resist any minerals exploration or production proposals which are not compatible with AONB Purposes of Designation or Management Plan Objectives. 

 

supply but adds 

emphasis on 

conserving and 

enhancing special 

qualities, which 

strengthens the 

environmental 

soundness of the 

Objective.  

a stronger link 

with special 

qualities, thus 

reducing 

environmental 

effects.  

 

The Objective 

broadens the f 

development 

that might be 

deemed 

acceptable but 

this is 

controlled 

through 

Objective D3 

and actions 

D4.112.  

 

It should be 

noted that the 

AONB unit is 

not the 

competent 

authority in 

relation to 

minerals 

planning 

decisions, the 

framework for 
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which must be 

subject to its 

own strategic 

environmental 

assessment / 

sustainability 

appraisal. This 

Objective has 

therefore only 

been 

considered in 

respect of the 

way in which it 

relates to the 

AONBs Special 

Qualities. 

 

DRE5        Support appropriate 

renewable energy installations 

that do not have adverse 

impacts on the Special Qualities 

of the AONB 

 

D5      Support appropriate 

renewable energy installations 

that do not have adverse 

impacts on the special 

qualities of the AONB 

D5 Support 

appropriate renewable 

energy installations that do 

not have adverse impacts 

on the special qualities of 

the AONB 

No Divergence  

 

 

Not significant 

DRE6        Support rural business, 

local employment, training & 

skills and farm diversification 

activities that do not have 

adverse impacts on the Special 

Qualities of the AONB. 

 

 

D6      Support rural business, 

local employment and farm 

diversification activities that 

do not have adverse impacts 

on the special qualities of the 

AONB 

 

D6 Support business 

and diversification 

opportunities linked to the 

special qualities of the 

AONB. 

 

D7 Encourage the 

sustainable re-use of 

redundant farm buildings.  

 

Low Divergence  

 

The new policy adds 

emphasis on the 

importance of 

training and skills.   

 

When compared to 

the 2009 Plan, the 

2019 Objective 

includes ‘that do not 

Not significant 
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have adverse 

impacts’ on the 

special qualities of 

the AONB, which 

helps ensure there is 

no significant 

environmental effect. 

 

DRE7        Encourage the 

expansion of modern 

telecommunications 

infrastructure, whilst 

safeguarding the Special 

Qualities and tranquillity of the 

AONB. 

 

D7      Encourage the 

expansion of modern 

communications technology, 

whilst safeguarding the 

Special Qualities and 

tranquillity of the AONB  

D8 Encourage the 

expansion of modern 

communications 

technology, whilst 

safeguarding the AONB 

landscape. 

 

 

Low Divergence  

 

Not significant 

DRE8        Encourage the 

increased provision of local-

needs/affordable housing in the 

AONB 

 

D8      Encourage the increased 

provision of local-needs/ 

affordable housing in the 

AONB 

D9 Encourage the 

increased provision of 

local-needs/ affordable 

housing in the AONB 

No Divergence  

 

Not significant 

RTT1      Encourage solutions to 

specific traffic routing issues in 

and around the AONB, to 

discourage through-traffic and 

ensure that other traffic uses 

the most appropriate route 

 

RT1 Encourage solutions 

to specific traffic routing 

issues in and around the 

AONB, to discourage through-

traffic and ensure that other 

traffic uses the most 

appropriate route  

 

RT1 Develop solutions 

to specific traffic routing 

problems in and around the 

AONB, to discourage 

through-traffic and ensure 

that other traffic uses the 

most appropriate route 

No Divergence  

 

Not significant 

RTT2      Support initiatives to 

monitor and address traffic and 

driver behaviour issues in the 

AONB. 

RT2     Support initiatives to 

monitor and address traffic 

and driver behaviour issues in 

the AONB 

RT2 Develop initiatives to 

monitor and address traffic 

and driver behaviour issues 

in the AONB. 

No Divergence Not significant 
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RTT3      Promote the use of 

sustainable modes of transport 

as alternatives to the private car 

RT3     Promote the use of 

sustainable modes of 

transport as alternatives to 

the private car 

RT3 Promote the use of 

sustainable modes of 

transport as alternatives to 

the private car 

No Divergence  

 

Not significant 

RTT4      Maintain the existing 

rural character of the road 

network in the AONB 

 

RT4   Maintain the existing 

rural character of the road 

network in the AONB 

RT4 Maintain the existing 

rural character of the road 

network in the AONB  

No Divergence  

 

Not significant 

RTT5      Support proposals for 

improvement of the A64 Trunk 

Road through the AONB, 

subject to these being fully 

justified and sensitive to local 

characteristics. Proposals 

should aim to minimise 

environmental impact, make 

maximum use of the existing 

road alignment and utilise new 

techniques such as ‘green 

bridges’ where possible. 

RT5 Ensure any proposals 

for improvement of the A64 

trunk road through the AONB 

are fully justified and adopt 

appropriate local standards of 

design. Taking account of 

significant safety concerns, 

proposals should aim to make 

maximum use of the existing 

road alignment and have 

minimum environmental 

impact 

RT5 Ensure any 

proposals for improvement 

of the A64 trunk road 

through the AONB are fully 

justified, adopt appropriate 

local standards of design, 

make maximum use of the 

existing road alignment and 

have minimum 

environmental impact. 

Moderate Divergence   

 

The updated 

Objective still 

requires the 

minimising of 

environmental 

impacts, maximising 

use of existing road 

alignment and the 

justification for the 

works in the context 

of the AONB.    

Not significant 

RAT1 Encourage sustainable 

recreational activities that do 

not conflict with the Special 

Qualities of the AONB. 

 

RA1 Encourage sustainable 

recreational activities that do 

not conflict with the special 

qualities of the AONB 

 

RA1 Encourage 

sustainable recreational 

activities that do not 

conflict with special 

qualities of the AONB  

No divergence   Not significant 

RAT2 Promote the attractions 

and Special Qualities of the 

AONB to encourage sustainable 

use and support the local visitor 

economy 

RA2 Promote the 

attractions and special 

qualities of the AONB to 

encourage sustainable use and 

support the local visitor 

economy 

 

RA2 Promote the 

attractions and special 

qualities of the AONB in a 

sustainable way 

Low divergence  

  

Not significant 
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RAT3 Maintain and improve 

both the condition and network 

of Public Rights of Way in the 

AONB. 

 

 

RA3 Maintain and improve 

both the condition and 

network of Public Rights of 

Way in the AONB 

 

RA4 Manage the Public 

Rights of Way Network to a 

high standard 

 

RA6 Encourage appropriate 

local improvements to the 

public rights of way 

network 

 

RA7 Manage path usage 

issues arising between: - 

different types of path 

user; between path users 

and land managers 

Moderate divergence  

 

No change from 2014 

Objective and 

amalgamates 

Objectives RA4, RA6 

and RA7 from the 

2009 Plan. 

 

Not significant 

RAT4 Carry out recreational 

management measures as 

appropriate, to enhance 

enjoyment by the public and 

address local issues. 

 

RA4 Carry out recreational 

management measures as 

appropriate, to enhance 

enjoyment by the public and 

address local issues 

RA3 Carry out 

recreational management 

measures as appropriate, 

to address problems and 

enhance enjoyment by the 

public  

Low divergence  

 

Not significant  

RAT5 Develop routes within 

the AONB for different user 

groups and provide self-guided 

information. 

RA5 Develop routes within 

the AONB for different user 

groups and provide self-

guided information 

 

RA5 Encourage the 

correct identification of all 

public rights of way routes 

on the Definitive Map by 

2015. 

 

RA7 Manage path usage 

issues arising between: - 

different types of path 

user; between path users 

and land managers 

 

RA9 Establish guided 

routes around the AONB 

Low divergence  

 

There is no change 

from the previous 

Objective, and 

broadly amalgamates 

the Objectives RA5, 

RA7 and RA9 from 

the 2009 

Management Plan.  

Not significant 
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for walkers, touring 

cyclists, horse riders, off 

road cyclists.  

 

AP1 Maintain awareness and 

understanding of the AONB 

designation, its importance and 

the role and work of the Joint 

Advisory Committee 

 

AP1 Maintain awareness 

and understanding of the 

AONB designation, its 

importance and the role of the 

Joint Advisory Committee 

AP1 Raise awareness 

and understanding of the 

AONB designation, its 

importance and the role of 

the Joint Advisory 

Committee 

Low divergence – 

minor wording 

change.  

Not significant 

AP2     Promote awareness of 

the Special Qualities of the 

AONB. 

AP2     Promote awareness of 

the Special Qualities of the 

AONB 

 

AP2 Promote 

awareness of the Special 

qualities of the AONB 

No divergence Not significant 

PUTTING THE PLAN INTO ACTION  

IM1 Consolidate and 

develop funding and 

partnership mechanisms to 

achieve Management Plan 

Objectives 

 

IM1      Consolidate and 

develop funding and 

partnership mechanisms to 

achieve Management Plan 

Objectives  

IM1 Consolidate and 

develop funding and 

partnership mechanisms to 

achieve Management Plan 

Objectives 

 

No divergence Not significant 

IM2 Ensure that the AONB 

Partnership has a robust 

business model that is resilient 

to future challenges 

IM2 Ensure that the AONB 

partnership has a robust 

business model that is resilient 

to future challenges 

 

IM2 Monitor the business 

development of AONB 

Partnership 

Low divergence Not significant  

MN1  Monitor the 

performance of the AONB 

partnership and AONB unit 

 

MN1  Monitor the 

performance of the AONB 

Partnership and AONB unit 

 

 

MN1  Monitor 

performance of AONB 

Partnership and AONB Unit 

Low divergence Not significant 

MN2  Monitor the condition 

of the AONB 

MN2   Monitor the condition of 

the AONB 

MN2  Monitor condition 

of the AONB 

No divergence 

 

Not significant 
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Appendix 3: Judging Significance in Relation to the SEA Directive 

 

Annex II of the SEA Directive lists criteria for determining the significance of environmental 

effects of a plan or programme. Taken together these criteria should inform judgements about 

whether environmental effects can be considered to be significant.  

 

Table 2: Table showing criteria of significance listed in Annex II of the SEA Directive alongside an 

assessment of their applicability to the 2025 Plan 

 

Characteristic of 

significance 

Is it 

significant? 

Likely effect of plan 

1. The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular, 

to: 

The degree to which the 

plan or programme sets 

a framework for projects 

and other activities, 

either with regard to the 

location, nature, size 

and operating 

conditions or by 

allocating resources 

Yes 

 

The 2025 Plan will set a 

framework for a 

number of smaller 

scale projects.  

The degree to which the 

plan or programme 

influences other plans 

and programmes 

including those in a 

hierarchy 

Yes The 2025 Plan does not 

influence a hierarchy of 

subsidiary plans; 

however, actions 

include the 

contributing to other 

plans and programmes 

of varying significance. 

The relevance of the 

plan or programme for 

the integration of 

environmental 

considerations with a 

view to promoting 

sustainable 

development  

Yes The Management Plan 

sets sustainable 

development at the 

heart of its Vision, and 

Objectives and actions 

contribute to the 

maintenance of special 

qualities in the AONB. 

This ensures that 

environmental 

considerations are fully 

integrated. The plan is 

considered highly 

beneficial to the 

achievement of 

sustainable 

development. 

Environmental problems 

relevant to the plan or 

programme 

No The 2025 Plan is 

unlikely to cause 

environmental 

problems. It retains the 

focus and emphasis of 

previous Plans, 
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including the 2009 Plan 

which was subject to 

an SEA  and shown not 

to exhibit significant 

environmental 

effects(see Appendix 

1) which had been 

subject to SEA and 

shown not to exhibit 

negative 

environmental effects. 

It is highly likely to 

lessen problems such 

as atmospheric, soil 

and water pollution, 

loss of biodiversity, 

loss of landscape 

character, and 

deterioration of 

cultural heritage.  

The relevance of the 

plan or programme for 

the implementation of 

Community legislation 

on the environment (e.g. 

plans and programmes 

linked to waste-

management or water 

protection) 

No The 2025 Plan is 

carried out as a result 

of national legislation 

(the Countryside and 

Rights of Way Act) 

which is not 

transposed from 

higher Community 

legislation. 

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having 

regard, in particular, to: 

The probability, 

duration, frequency and 

reversibility of the 

effects 

No The 2025 Plan is 

unlikely to exhibit 

negative long term / 

frequent / irreversible 

effects as:  

- Objectives and 

actions generally link 

to and support national 

or local initiatives that 

are designed to 

enhance the quality of 

the rural environment; 

- Objectives are linked 

to preserving special 

qualities so actions 

which are contrary to 

this are not promoted 

as part of the plan.  

- The condition of the 

National Landscape will 

be monitored as part of 
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the delivery of the 

2025 Plan. 

The cumulative nature 

of the effects 

No The generally positive 

environmental 

improvements are 

likely to negate / offset 

cumulative 

environmental effects 

arising from outside 

sources. 

The transboundary 

nature of the effects 

No There is no likelihood 

of transboundary 

effects occurring. 

The risks to human 

health or the 

environment (e.g. due to 

accidents) 

No Objectives which aim 

to manage traffic levels 

will reduce the risk of 

accidents occurring.  

The magnitude and 

spatial extent of the 

effects (geographical 

area and size of the 

population likely to be 

affected) 

No While the 2025 Plan 

applies to the entirety 

of the AONB, negative 

environmental effects 

are not likely to be 

significant. 

The value and 

vulnerability of the area 

likely to be affected due 

to: special natural 

characteristics or 

cultural heritage 

No The Howardian Hills 

National Landscape is a 

highly valued area that 

contains areas of high 

biodiversity and 

cultural heritage value, 

making the area 

sensitive to 

environmental 

impacts. However, no 

such impacts are 

predicted and, due to 

the protections given 

to ‘special qualities’ 

emphasised in the 

Management Plan, 

would in any case be 

unlikely to be 

significant.  

The value and 

vulnerability of the area 

likely to be affected due 

to exceeded 

environmental quality 

standards or limit values 

No The 2025 Plan is highly 

unlikely to provoke the 

exceedance of any 

environmental 

thresholds and is likely 

to increase 

environmental 

capacity in many 

instances (e.g. by 

restoring biodiversity). 
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The value and 

vulnerability of the area 

likely to be affected due 

to intensive land-use 

No The 2025 Plan is 

unlikely to promote 

intensive land use, 

rather it helps 

promotes less 

intensive farming. 

The value and 

vulnerability of the area 

likely to be affected due 

to the effects on areas 

or landscapes which 

have a recognised 

national, European or 

international protection 

status 

No  The Howardian Hills 

National Landscape is a 

highly valued nationally 

protected landscape 

designation. However, 

the 2025 Plan is 

integral to the 

maintenance of that 

status and aims to 

achieve this through 

positive interventions 

that are likely to 

enhance landscape 

value. Such 

interventions are 

shown to be similar to 

those in the previous 

2009 -14 Management 

Plan for which a 

previous SEA did not 

identify significant 

environmental effects. 

Two exceptions to this 

have been identified, 

Objectives to:   

Monitor the incidence 

and impacts of pests 

and disease and 

support delivery of 

appropriate mitigation 

strategies. 

Monitor and support 

management and 

control of invasive 

non-native species. 

However, these should 

be seen as measures 

with positive impacts. 

Far more significant 

effects would result if 

pests and diseases and 

invasive non-native 

species were allowed 

to take hold. This 

should therefore be 

considered as a 
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positive environmental 

improvement. 

Overall level of significance:  

Unlikely to exhibit significant effects on the environment. 
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Appendix 4: Relevant policies, plans and programmes   

 

International 

Agenda 21, (1992)  

Convention on Biodiversity, (1993)  

Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat  

Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change  (Adopted 

December 1997)    

Copenhagen Accord United Nations Climate Change Conference 2009     

European  

European Landscape Convention  

The Birds Directive (79/409/EEC), (1979)  

The Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC), (1992)  

Our life insurance, our natural capital: an EU biodiversity strategy to 2020, European 

Commission 2011    

The Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC), (2000)  

The Waste Framework Directive, (2008/98/EC) (2008)  

Marine Strategy Framework Directive (2008/56/EC) 2008  

Renewed EU Sustainable Development Strategy (June 2006)    

The Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive (2001/42/EC)  

EC Directive 2003/4/EC on public access to environmental information, (2003)   

National 

The Environment Act (2021)  

Levelling-up and Regeneration Act (2023)  

Wildlife and Countryside Act (as amended), (1981)  

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended)  

Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000 (as amended)  

The Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act (2006)    

Sustainable Energy Act (2003)   

Secure and Sustainable Buildings Act (2004)   

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act, (1979)  

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Area) Act, (1990)  

Climate Change Act 2008   

Localism Act 2011   

Landscapes Review – National Parks and AONB’s (The Glover Review, 2019)  

‘The Natural Choice’, the Natural Environment White Paper (Defra, 2012)    

Water for Life, the Water White Paper (Defra, 2011)   

Local Transport White Paper 2011  

National Planning Policy Framework (CLG 2012 – updated 2025)    

Business Plan 2012-2015 (Defra 2012)   

Business Plan 2012-15  (DCMS, 2012)  

Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and ecosystem services (Defra 2011)    

Natural England Designations Strategy, July 2012  

The Invasive Non-Native Species Framework Strategy for Great Britain, Defra, 2008  

UK Geodiversity Action Plan, 2009  

Government's Statement on the Historic Environment for England 2010  

Heritage at Risk Strategy, 2011-2015, English Heritage, 2012   

Conservation Principle, Policy and Guidance, English Heritage, 2008   

The Carbon Plan (DECC, 2011 )  

Code for Sustainable Homes (CLG, 2009)    

UK Renewable Energy Strategy  

Securing the Future – UK Government Sustainable Development Strategy (DEFRA, 2005)  
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Mainstreaming sustainable development – The Government’s vision and what this means in 

practice (Defra, 2011)   

Safeguarding our Soils – A Strategy for England (Defra 2011  

The Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 2007 

Government Forestry and Woodlands Policy Statement 31 January 2013  

Government Tourism Policy (DCMS) 2011  

Sustainable Tourism in England: A Framework for Action (DCMS) 2009   

Healthy lives, healthy people: Improving outcomes and supporting transparency (DH, 2012)    

Game Plan: A Strategy for  Delivering Government’ s Sport and Physical Activity Objectives 

Social Exclusion Unit,  

Department of Culture, Media and Sport (2002)   

State of the Countryside report 2010 , Commission for Rural Communities (2010)   

Rural Statement published on 12/9/2012  

Regional and Local 

North Yorkshire Local Plan (in development)  

Minerals and Waste Local Plan  

Hambleton District Local Plan 2019-2035 (to be superseded when new unitary North Yorkshire 

Local Plan in place) 

Ryedale District Local Plan 2012-2027 (to be superseded when new unitary North Yorkshire 

Local Plan in place) 

North York Moors National Park Local Plan 2016-2035 

North York Moors National Park Management Plan 2022-2027 

Draft North Yorkshire and York Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) 2025 

Minerals and Waste Joint Plan 2016-2030 

North Yorkshire Local Transport Plan 2016 - 2045 

York and North Yorkshire Routemap to Carbon Negative 

North Yorkshire Destination Management Plan (DMP) 2024-2034 
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Appendix 5: SEA environmental baseline data 

 
SEA Topic Objective Indicator 

Biodiversity 

Flora & Fauna 

Designated sites present Number and area of designated sites 

  Condition of designated sites (SSSI) 

  Condition of local wildlife sites 

 Protected species (S41) Protected species present 

 % change in population 

and/or distribution of 

protected species 

 

 Priority habitats Extent of priority habitats 

  Condition of priority habitats 

 Woodlands Native woodland cover 

  Ancient woodland extent 

  Ancient woodland condition 

 Land wholly or primarily 

managed for agriculture, 

‘Farmland’ 

Extent of ‘nature-friendly’ farming 

Population Population demographics Age distribution 

  Ethnicity 

 Population income Deprivation 

  Household income 

 Local services Number of local services and service providers 

 Employment Number/% of people economically active 

  Number of commercial premises 

  Number of workers employed in Agriculture 

 Housing Housing affordability ratio 

Human Health Health General health of the population 

Geology Designated sites Number and extent of designated geological sites within 

the landscape 

 Condition of designated 

geological sites 

 

Soils Soil type Soil type, extent and distribution 

  Extent and distribution of peat soils 

  Agricultural Land classification type and extent 

Water Water quality Extent (length) of waterbodies 

  Ecological status of waterbodies 

  Classification of shellfish 

 Flooding risk, fluvial and tidal Area at risk of flooding 

 Water resources Number and volume of abstraction licenses 

Air Air quality Air quality 

Climate Greenhouse gas emissions Volume of emissions 

 Carbon sequestration and 

storage 

Estimated carbon sequestration and storage within the 

landscape 

 Renewable energy 

generation 

Number and output of renewable energy generation 

Material assets Tourism Number of visitors 

  Average visitor spend 

  Number of accommodation providers, total visitor 

accommodation capacity 

  Reason for visiting 

 Access Length of PRoW 

  Access for All programme indicators 

 Public transport Number.type of transport provision 

 Minerals Number of active quarries 

 Agriculture Number of Agriculture holdings 

 Waste Number of household recycling centres 

  Number of active/historic landfills 

Heritage Heritage assets Number/type of heritage assets, including 

designated/listed assets 

  Condition of heritage assets 
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Landscape Landscape type and quality Landscape character type and condition 

  Land cover 

 Land Management 

incentives 

Area managed under Agri-environment schemes 

  Total value of agri-environment schemes 

 Tranquillity Areas subject to noise and visual intrusion 

 Dark skies Light pollution, sky quality 

 

Targets, including PLTOF targets, are expressed in the Action Plan. 
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Appendix 6: Analysis of Objectives 

 
  E1 Protect 

and enhance 

biodiversity 

(habitats and 

connectivity )  

E2 Protect 

and 

enhance 

flora and 

fauna 

(individual 

species)  

E3 Protect 

and enhance 

soil quality  

E4 Protect 

the water 

environment  

E5 Protect 

and improve 

air quality  

E6 Conserve 

and enhance 

the historic 

environment  

E7 Conserve 

and enhance 

landscape, 

seascape, 

KSL 

character  

E8 Protect 

material 

assets  

E9 To reduce 

the causes 

of climate 

change and 

mitigate the 

impacts  

E10 To avoid 

adverse 

cumulative 

impacts 

Climate Objectives for 2025-2030                     

Understanding                     

Raise awareness of the impacts of climate 

change and the actions required to increase 

resilience.  + + N N N N N + ++ + 

Reaching net zero                     

Develop and implement a pathway to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions, reaching Net Zero by 

2050.  N N N N N N N N ++ + 

Adaptation, mitigation and resilience                     

Develop and implement a landscape-scale 

climate adaptation plan.  N N N N N N + N ++ + 

Work regionally to address habitat changes and 

develop mitigation strategies. ++ N N N N N N N ++ N 

Work with land managers to safeguard and 

increase carbon stored in the landscape through 

positive land management and improvements to 

soil health.  N N ++ N N N N N ++ N 

Renewables                     

Support the installation of appropriate 

renewable energy infrastructure where it is 

compatible with the landscape character and 

special qualities. N N N N N N N N + N 

Partnership and staff team                     

Reduce the carbon footprint of partnership and 

staff team activities.  N N N N N N N N + N 

Monitoring                     

Build better understanding of emissions from 

land use, agriculture, tourism, transport, 

business and housing and use to assess the 

impact of climate change.  N N N N N N N N N N 

Investigate and understand the impact of 

climate change on the area. N N N N N N N N N N 
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Natural Environment Objectives for 2025-2030                     

Understanding                     

Improve public understanding awareness and 

appreciation of the area’s natural environment, 

priority habitats and species. N N N N N N N N N N 

Landscape scale                     

Develop and deliver appropriate landscape-scale 

initiatives for nature recovery. N N N N N N ++ N N N 

Habitats                     

Ensure that existing Natural Environment 

Priority Sites, Special Interest Roads Verges and 

key sites for characteristic species receive 

appropriate, effective protection and 

management. ++ N N N N N N N N N 

Encourage and assist with the restoration of 

habitats in poor condition that retain significant 

ecological potential, particularly Plantations on 

Ancient Woodland Sites and watercourses and 

wetlands not in Good Ecological Status. ++ N N + N N N N N N 

Encourage and assist with the creation of new 

habitats, particularly broadleaved woodlands, 

native trees, hedgerows, watercourses, 

wetlands, grasslands and verges, to buffer, 

extend and link existing sites, increase 

connectivity and create a resilient network of 

species corridors. ++ N N + N N N N N N 

Species                     

Support effective species recovery, so that the 

diversity and abundance of species increase.  N ++ N N N N N N N N 

Encourage appropriate programmes for re-

introduction of native plant and animal species, 

such as beaver, red squirrel and pine marten. N ++ N N N N N N N N 

Support the maintenance and use of locally 

sourced, native plants. N ++ N N N N N N N N 

Monitor the incidence and impacts of pests and 

disease and support delivery of appropriate 

mitigation strategies. N ++ N N N N N N N N 

Monitor and support management and control of 

invasive non-native species. N ++ N N N N N N N N 

Farming, forestry and woodland                     
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Encourage land managers to take up appropriate 

Government funding and support mechanisms 

to balance nature, farming, and forestry, support 

regenerative practices and maintain the 

character of the area. N N N N N N N N N N 

Encourage the sustainable management of 

woodland, wood pasture, parklands and 

traditional orchards, increasing tree cover and 

providing favourable habitat for priority 

woodland species. + + N N N N N N N N 

Promote the incorporation of natural 

regeneration of appropriate native tree and 

shrub species in restocking plans. N + N N N N N N N N 

Water catchments                     

Support work to improve natural river processes 

and water quality to achieve good ecological 

status. + N N ++ N N N N N N 

Wildlife in villages                     

Assist communities with creating, managing and 

enhancing nature within and adjacent to their 

settlements. + N N N N N N N N N 

Dark skies and noise                     

Retain the quality of the dark night skies, reduce 

levels of light pollution and increase awareness 

of the area’s nationally significant dark night 

skies. + + N N N N + N N N 

Ensure development does not increase levels of 

light or noise pollution. N N N N N N N N N N 

Geodiversity                     

Encourage and support the conservation of 

important local geodiversity sites and features 

to ensure that they are in 'favourable' or 

'recovering' condition. N N N N N N N N N N 

Monitoring                     

Improve monitoring of sites, habitats and 

species through surveys, data collection, 

recording and research. N N N N N N N N N N 

                      

Historic Environment Objectives for 2025-

2030                     

Awareness                     
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Improve understanding, awareness and 

appreciation of the rich history, cultural heritage 

and historic environment and its significance. N N N N N N N N N N 

Conservation                     

Support and assist with work to conserve, 

enhance and restore features of cultural, 

historical and built heritage value, including 

historic buildings, archaeology, designed 

parklands, quarries and the character of 

settlements, fields and boundaries.  N N N N N ++ N + N N 

Resist development proposals that would be 

likely to harm significant heritage assets. N N N N N ++ N + N N 

Support appropriate Enabling Development 

where this would help to conserve and enhance 

the most significant heritage assets. N N N N N + N + N N 

Support appropriate adaptation and re-use of 

traditional buildings, ensuring the design and 

construction maintains vernacular character and 

uses traditional building skills and local materials. N N N N N ++ N ++ N N 

Land managers                     

Assist land managers with identifying, 

conserving, enhancing and increasing 

understanding and enjoyment of historic 

environment features on their land, particularly 

the Historic Environment Priority Sites. N N N N N ++ N N N N 

Encourage land managers to take up appropriate 

Government funding and support mechanisms 

for management of historic assets on their land. N N N N N N N N N N 

Skills                     

Support the development of training in rural and 

traditional skills that help care for historic 

features and the use of these skills. N N N N N N N N N N 

Intangible history and culture                     

Preserve knowledge of the intangible history and 

heritage of the area by valuing and recording 

local history, traditions, knowledge and art. N N N N N N N N N N 

Monitor                     

 Improve knowledge of the condition of the 

area’s historic environment assets, both 

designated and non-designated. N N N N N N N N N N 
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Identify heritage assets at risk and assess any 

change, including by the impact of natural 

processes, development and human activities. N N N N N N N N N N 

                      

Built Environment Objectives for 2025-2030                     

Understanding                     

Raise awareness of the special requirements for 

planning and development within the area. N N N N N N N N N N 

Planning and development                     

Ensure that all relevant Plans, Strategies and 

Policies recognise the need to conserve and 

enhance the character and special qualities of 

the area and its setting. N N N N N N + N N N 

Ensure Planning Policy requires all new 

development to be appropriate in terms of scale, 

location and design quality and the area’s ‘sense 

of place’. N N N N N N + N N N 

Produce guidance specifying character, location 

and size of acceptable development which 

protects the character and special qualities of 

the area. N N N N N N N N N N 

Play an active role in implementation of the 

planning process to ensure character, location 

and size of development is acceptable and 

maintaining effective consultation arrangements 

between the Local Planning Authorities and the 

Joint Advisory Committee. N N N N N N N N N N 

Resist inappropriate development which has a 

negative impact on the landscape and special 

qualities of the area. N N N N N N + N N N 

Encourage high standards in the design of new 

development within the area and the 

management of existing buildings and features. N N N N N N N N N N 

Enable the designation of new Conservation 

Areas and the enhancement of existing ones. N N N N N N N N N N 

Oppose proposals for major development in the 

area and its setting. N N N N N N ++ N N N 

Encourage local enhancement works to mitigate 

existing visually intrusive features. N N N N N N + + N N 

Farm buildings                     

Ensure high standards of design and careful 

siting of all new farm buildings and infrastructure. N N N N N N + N N N 
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Support appropriate proposals to re-use 

traditional and modern farm buildings, where 

their historic and wildlife value can be 

safeguarded. N N N N N N N + N N 

Minerals and quarries                     

Only support minerals exploration and 

production proposals if appropriate to the area. N N N N N N N N N N 

Support appropriate proposals for small-scale 

quarrying of stone for local uses and to assist 

with restoration of heritage assets. N N N N N N N + N N 

Electricity and telecommunications 

infrastructure                     

Encourage the use of underground electricity 

and telecommunications cables in place of 

overhead lines in appropriate locations. N N N N N N + N N N 

Support the provision of modern 

telecommunications infrastructure that does 

not have adverse impacts on the area. N N N N N N N N N N 

Monitoring                     

Monitor and report on proposed and actual 

changes to the built environment of the area. N N N N N N N N N N 

                      

Living and Working Objectives for 2025-2030                     

Understanding                     

Encourage public understanding of, and 

engagement with, the character and special 

qualities of the area. N N N N N N N N N N 

Local character                     

Support community projects that maintain and 

enhance village character, facilities, 

sustainability, economy and sense of 

community. N N N N N N + N N N 

Provide advice and support to local communities 

preparing Neighbourhood Plans and Village 

Design Statements to ensure that sustainable, 

viable communities can develop in a way that 

protects the character and special qualities of 

the area. N N N N N N + N N N 

Support development of rural businesses, 

service providers and farm diversification 

activities of a scale and type appropriate to the 

location and compatible with the character and 

special qualities of the area. N N N N N N N N N N 
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Affordable local housing                     

Support creation of an appropriate housing 

supply suited to local community housing needs 

and with a focus on affordable housing.  N N N N N N N N N N 

Schools                     

Support schools and other educational 

establishments to deliver a programme for 

children and young people to develop greater 

understanding of the area, including developing 

resources, facilitating access and assisting 

farmers to participate in the Educational Visits 

Accreditation Scheme (CEVAS). N N N N N N N N N N 

Health and wellbeing                     

Work in partnership with the health sector to 

provide more opportunities for people to 

improve their physical and mental well-being by 

connecting with and experiencing the character 

and special qualities of the area. N N N N N N N N N N 

Businesses                     

Encourage rural business activities that 

conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the 

area and discourage inappropriate businesses. N N N N N N N N N N 

Food                     

Promote high quality local produce and its use in 

local eateries. N N N N N N N N N N 

Public transport                      

Support public transport and active travel 

opportunities for local residents and visitors.  N N N N N N N N N N 

Traffic                     

Support initiatives to minimise inappropriate 

traffic movements. N N N N N N N N N N 

                      

Visiting Objectives for 2025-2030                     

Understanding                     

Promote visitor awareness and understanding of 

the area, its character, special qualities and 

value. N N N N N N N N N N 
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Provide information about the area, available 

before, during and after a visit, and for those who 

are unable to visit, using a variety of 

communication tools including digital 

technology and social media, printed media, 

signage and information points, press coverage 

and on a dedicated website. N N N N N N N N N N 

Deliver a range of events, guided walks, talks, 

activities and training sessions on relevant 

topics. N N N N N N N N N N 

Sustainable tourism                     

Use responsible tourism principles to work with 

tourism partners to develop, deliver and 

promote suitable sustainable recreational 

facilities, activities and consistent interpretation 

and information, and to discourage 

unsustainable activities. N N N N N N N N N N 

Develop and promote a number of suitable 

tourism hubs which provide visitors with 

appropriate facilities, infrastructure, public 

toilets, activities and information. N N N N N N N N N N 

Work with venue, accommodation and activity 

providers to develop and promote high quality 

day visit experiences and overnight offers that 

reflect the area's character and special qualities.  N N N N N N N N N N 

Volunteering                     

Provide people with an opportunity to contribute 

to looking after the area through volunteer 

activities. N N N N N N N N N N 

Car-free                     

Support initiatives to encourage car-free 

tourism and promote active travel options. N N N N N N N N N N 

Access                     

Maintain and improve the recording, condition 

and promotion of the network of Public Rights of 

Way, permissive paths, green infrastructure and 

signage for walking, cycling, horse riding and 

other appropriate user groups. N N N N N N N N N N 

Increase the provision of easily accessible 

routes, facilities and equipment so that people 

with diverse abilities are able to access and enjoy 

the area.  N N N N N N N N N N 

Arts                     
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Promote and deliver arts and cultural 

experiences, particularly to support the 

engagement of new audiences. N N N N N N N N N N 

Under-served communities and under-

represented groups                     

Provide activities, learning, support and training 

to under-served communities and under-

represented groups, helping them to experience 

the area. N N N N N N N N N N 

Monitoring                     

Improve knowledge and understanding of visitor 

needs and explore ways to engage with new 

audiences. N N N N N N N N N N 

Build knowledge and understanding of the local 

visitor economy and its financial value to the 

area. N N N N N N N N N N 

Monitor the types, levels and sustainability of 

recreational activities. N N N N N N N N N N 

                      

Partnership                     

Seek appropriate sources of funding and 

assistance to implement the Objectives. N N N N N N N N N N 

Continue and expand partnership arrangements 

with the North York Moors National Park 

Authority, the Yorkshire Wolds National 

Landscape (if designated) and the other North 

Yorkshire Protected Landscapes. N N N N N N N N N N 

Involve volunteers wherever possible, to assist 

with the delivery of appropriate tasks and 

activities. N N N N N N N N N N 

Ensure that the Partnership has a robust 

business model that is resilient to future 

challenges. N N N N N N N N N N 

Monitor the business requirements and model of 

the Partnership and identify and implement 

improvements as appropriate. N N N N N N N N N N 

                      

Monitoring results                     

Develop a robust approach to monitoring 

progress. N N N N N N N N N N 

Assess the Condition of the locally designated 

and non-designated Priority Sites. N N N N N N N N N N 
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Update the data for the Condition Indicators. N N N N N N N N N N 

 
  S1 Ensure no 

adverse 

effect on 

population  

S2 Reduce 

and mitigate 

flood risk  

S3 Create 

encourage 

safe, 

vibrant, 

cohesive, 

mixed 

communities  

S4 Promote 

healthy 

lifestyles, 

protect and 

enhance 

human 

health  

S5 Improve 

education, 

training and 

employment 

skills  

S6 Promote 

economic 

development 

that supports 

social and 

environmental 

objectives  

S7 Minimise 

the 

consumption 

of natural 

resources  

S8 Promote 

good 

governance 

Climate Objectives for 2025-2030                 

Understanding                 

Raise awareness of the impacts of climate change and 

the actions required to increase resilience.  N N N N N N N N 

Reaching net zero                 

Develop and implement a pathway to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions, reaching Net Zero by 

2050.  N N N N N N N N 

Adaptation, mitigation and resilience                 

Develop and implement a landscape-scale climate 

adaptation plan.  N N N N N N N N 

Work regionally to address habitat changes and 

develop mitigation strategies. N N N N N N N N 

Work with land managers to safeguard and increase 

carbon stored in the landscape through positive land 

management and improvements to soil health.  N N N N N N N N 

Renewables                 

Support the installation of appropriate renewable 

energy infrastructure where it is compatible with the 

landscape character and special qualities. N N N N N N N N 

Partnership and staff team                 

Reduce the carbon footprint of partnership and staff 

team activities.  N N N N N N N N 

Monitoring                 

Build better understanding of emissions from land 

use, agriculture, tourism, transport, business and 

housing and use to assess the impact of climate 

change.  N N N N N N N N 

Investigate and understand the impact of climate 

change on the area. N N N N N N N N 

                  

Natural Environment Objectives for 2025-2030                 

Understanding                 
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Improve public understanding awareness and 

appreciation of the area’s natural environment, 

priority habitats and species. N N N N N N N N 

Landscape scale                 

Develop and deliver appropriate landscape-scale 

initiatives for nature recovery. N N N N N N N N 

Habitats                 

Ensure that existing Natural Environment Priority 

Sites, Special Interest Roads Verges and key sites for 

characteristic species receive appropriate, effective 

protection and management. N N N N N N N N 

Encourage and assist with the restoration of habitats 

in poor condition that retain significant ecological 

potential, particularly Plantations on Ancient 

Woodland Sites and watercourses and wetlands not 

in Good Ecological Status. N N N N N N N N 

Encourage and assist with the creation of new 

habitats, particularly broadleaved woodlands, native 

trees, hedgerows, watercourses, wetlands, 

grasslands and verges, to buffer, extend and link 

existing sites, increase connectivity and create a 

resilient network of species corridors. N N N N N N N N 

Species                 

Support effective species recovery, so that the 

diversity and abundance of species increase.  N N N N N N N N 

Encourage appropriate programmes for re-

introduction of native plant and animal species, such 

as beaver, red squirrel and pine marten. N N N N N N N N 

Support the maintenance and use of locally sourced, 

native plants. N N N N N N N N 

Monitor the incidence and impacts of pests and 

disease and support delivery of appropriate 

mitigation strategies. N N N N N N N N 

Monitor and support management and control of 

invasive non-native species. N N N N N N N N 

Farming, forestry and woodland                 

Encourage land managers to take up appropriate 

Government funding and support mechanisms to 

balance nature, farming, and forestry, support 

regenerative practices and maintain the character of 

the area. N N N N N N N N 
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Encourage the sustainable management of 

woodland, wood pasture, parklands and traditional 

orchards, increasing tree cover and providing 

favourable habitat for priority woodland species. N N N N N N N N 

Promote the incorporation of natural regeneration of 

appropriate native tree and shrub species in 

restocking plans. N N N N N N N N 

Water catchments                 

Support work to improve natural river processes and 

water quality to achieve good ecological status. N + N N N N N N 

Wildlife in villages                 

Assist communities with creating, managing and 

enhancing nature within and adjacent to their 

settlements. N N N N N N N N 

Dark skies and noise                 

Retain the quality of the dark night skies, reduce 

levels of light pollution and increase awareness of the 

area’s nationally significant dark night skies. N N N + N N N N 

Ensure development does not increase levels of light 

or noise pollution. N N N + N N N N 

Geodiversity                 

Encourage and support the conservation of 

important local geodiversity sites and features to 

ensure that they are in 'favourable' or 'recovering' 

condition. N N N N N N N N 

Monitoring                 

Improve monitoring of sites, habitats and species 

through surveys, data collection, recording and 

research. N N N N N N N N 

                  

Historic Environment Objectives for 2025-2030                 

Awareness                 

Improve understanding, awareness and appreciation 

of the rich history, cultural heritage and historic 

environment and its significance. N N N N N N N N 

Conservation                 

Support and assist with work to conserve, enhance 

and restore features of cultural, historical and built 

heritage value, including historic buildings, 

archaeology, designed parklands, quarries and the 

character of settlements, fields and boundaries.  N N N N N N N N 
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Resist development proposals that would be likely to 

harm significant heritage assets. N N N N N N N N 

Support appropriate Enabling Development where 

this would help to conserve and enhance the most 

significant heritage assets. N N N N N N N N 

Support appropriate adaptation and re-use of 

traditional buildings, ensuring the design and 

construction maintains vernacular character and uses 

traditional building skills and local materials. N N N N N N N N 

Land managers                 

Assist land managers with identifying, conserving, 

enhancing and increasing understanding and 

enjoyment of historic environment features on their 

land, particularly the Historic Environment Priority 

Sites. N N N N N N N N 

Encourage land managers to take up appropriate 

Government funding and support mechanisms for 

management of historic assets on their land. N N N N N N N N 

Skills                 

Support the development of training in rural and 

traditional skills that help care for historic features 

and the use of these skills. N N N N ++ N N N 

Intangible history and culture                 

Preserve knowledge of the intangible history and 

heritage of the area by valuing and recording local 

history, traditions, knowledge and art. N N + N N N N N 

Monitor                 

 Improve knowledge of the condition of the area’s 

historic environment assets, both designated and 

non-designated. N N N N N N N N 

Identify heritage assets at risk and assess any change, 

including by the impact of natural processes, 

development and human activities. N N N N N N N N 

                  

Built Environment Objectives for 2025-2030                 

Understanding                 

Raise awareness of the special requirements for 

planning and development within the area. N N N N N N N N 

Planning and development                 
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Ensure that all relevant Plans, Strategies and Policies 

recognise the need to conserve and enhance the 

character and special qualities of the area and its 

setting. N N N N N N N N 

Ensure Planning Policy requires all new development 

to be appropriate in terms of scale, location and 

design quality and the area’s ‘sense of place’. N N N N N N N N 

Produce guidance specifying character, location and 

size of acceptable development which protects the 

character and special qualities of the area. N N N N N N N N 

Play an active role in implementation of the planning 

process to ensure character, location and size of 

development is acceptable and maintaining effective 

consultation arrangements between the Local 

Planning Authorities and the Joint Advisory 

Committee. N N N N N N N N 

Resist inappropriate development which has a 

negative impact on the landscape and special 

qualities of the area. N N N N N N N N 

Encourage high standards in the design of new 

development within the area and the management of 

existing buildings and features. N N N N N N N N 

Enable the designation of new Conservation Areas 

and the enhancement of existing ones. N N N N N N N N 

Oppose proposals for major development in the area 

and its setting. N N N N N N N N 

Encourage local enhancement works to mitigate 

existing visually intrusive features. N N N N N N N N 

Farm buildings                 

Ensure high standards of design and careful siting of 

all new farm buildings and infrastructure. N N N N N N N N 

Support appropriate proposals to re-use traditional 

and modern farm buildings, where their historic and 

wildlife value can be safeguarded. N N N N N N N N 

Minerals and quarries                 

Only support minerals exploration and production 

proposals if appropriate to the area. N N N N N N N N 

Support appropriate proposals for small-scale 

quarrying of stone for local uses and to assist with 

restoration of heritage assets. N N N N N N N N 

Electricity and telecommunications infrastructure                 
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Encourage the use of underground electricity and 

telecommunications cables in place of overhead lines 

in appropriate locations. N N N N N N N N 

Support the provision of modern 

telecommunications infrastructure that does not 

have adverse impacts on the area. N N N N N N N N 

Monitoring                 

Monitor and report on proposed and actual changes 

to the built environment of the area. N N N N N N N N 

                  

Living and Working Objectives for 2025-2030                 

Understanding                 

Encourage public understanding of, and engagement 

with, the character and special qualities of the area. N N N N N N N N 

Local character                 

Support community projects that maintain and 

enhance village character, facilities, sustainability, 

economy and sense of community. N N + N N N N N 

Provide advice and support to local communities 

preparing Neighbourhood Plans and Village Design 

Statements to ensure that sustainable, viable 

communities can develop in a way that protects the 

character and special qualities of the area. N N + N N N N N 

Support development of rural businesses, service 

providers and farm diversification activities of a scale 

and type appropriate to the location and compatible 

with the character and special qualities of the area. N N N N N ++ N N 

Affordable local housing                 

Support creation of an appropriate housing supply 

suited to local community housing needs and with a 

focus on affordable housing.  N N + N N N N N 

Schools                 

Support schools and other educational 

establishments to deliver a programme for children 

and young people to develop greater understanding 

of the area, including developing resources, 

facilitating access and assisting farmers to participate 

in the Educational Visits Accreditation Scheme 

(CEVAS). N N N N ++ N N N 

Health and wellbeing                 
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Work in partnership with the health sector to provide 

more opportunities for people to improve their 

physical and mental well-being by connecting with 

and experiencing the character and special qualities 

of the area. N N + ++ N N N N 

Businesses                 

Encourage rural business activities that conserve and 

enhance the natural beauty of the area and 

discourage inappropriate businesses. N N N N N ++ N N 

Food                 

Promote high quality local produce and its use in local 

eateries. N N + + N + N N 

Public transport                  

Support public transport and active travel 

opportunities for local residents and visitors.  N N + N N N N N 

Traffic                 

Support initiatives to minimise inappropriate traffic 

movements. N N + N N N N N 

                  

Visiting Objectives for 2025-2030                 

Understanding                 

Promote visitor awareness and understanding of the 

area, its character, special qualities and value. N N N N N N N N 

Provide information about the area, available before, 

during and after a visit, and for those who are unable 

to visit, using a variety of communication tools 

including digital technology and social media, printed 

media, signage and information points, press 

coverage and on a dedicated website. N N N N N N N N 

Deliver a range of events, guided walks, talks, 

activities and training sessions on relevant topics. N N N N N N N N 

Sustainable tourism                 

Use responsible tourism principles to work with 

tourism partners to develop, deliver and promote 

suitable sustainable recreational facilities, activities 

and consistent interpretation and information, and to 

discourage unsustainable activities. N N N N N + N N 

Develop and promote a number of suitable tourism 

hubs which provide visitors with appropriate facilities, 

infrastructure, public toilets, activities and 

information. N N N N N N N N 
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Work with venue, accommodation and activity 

providers to develop and promote high quality day 

visit experiences and overnight offers that reflect the 

area's character and special qualities.  N N N N N N N N 

Volunteering                 

Provide people with an opportunity to contribute to 

looking after the area through volunteer activities. N N ++ ++ N N N N 

Car-free                 

Support initiatives to encourage car-free tourism and 

promote active travel options. N N N N N N N N 

Access                 

Maintain and improve the recording, condition and 

promotion of the network of Public Rights of Way, 

permissive paths, green infrastructure and signage 

for walking, cycling, horse riding and other 

appropriate user groups. N N + + N N N N 

Increase the provision of easily accessible routes, 

facilities and equipment so that people with diverse 

abilities are able to access and enjoy the area.  N N ++ N N N N N 

Arts                 

Promote and deliver arts and cultural experiences, 

particularly to support the engagement of new 

audiences. N N + N + + N N 

Under-served communities and under-represented 

groups                 

Provide activities, learning, support and training to 

under-served communities and under-represented 

groups, helping them to experience the area. N N N N N N N N 

Monitoring                 

Improve knowledge and understanding of visitor 

needs and explore ways to engage with new 

audiences. N N N N N N N N 

Build knowledge and understanding of the local visitor 

economy and its financial value to the area. N N N N N N N N 

Monitor the types, levels and sustainability of 

recreational activities. N N N N N N N N 

                  

Partnership                 

Seek appropriate sources of funding and assistance 

to implement the Objectives. N N N N N N N N 
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Continue and expand partnership arrangements with 

the North York Moors National Park Authority, the 

Yorkshire Wolds National Landscape (if designated) 

and the other North Yorkshire Protected Landscapes. N N N N N N N + 

Involve volunteers wherever possible, to assist with 

the delivery of appropriate tasks and activities. N N N N N N N N 

Ensure that the Partnership has a robust business 

model that is resilient to future challenges. N N N N N N N ++ 

Monitor the business requirements and model of the 

Partnership and identify and implement 

improvements as appropriate. N N N N N N N ++ 

                  

Monitoring results                 

Develop a robust approach to monitoring progress. N N N N N N N N 

Assess the Condition of the locally designated and 

non-designated Priority Sites. N N N N N N N N 

Update the data for the Condition Indicators. N N N N N N N N 

 


