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One of the biggest years to date for 
the team with a mix of strategic 
and local delivery

Ellie Hook, Howardian Hills Manager

Nunnington Village

Love Lane, Crayke

•	 New duty to ‘seek to further the purpose’ of conserving and enhancing 
the natural beauty of National Landscapes was defined in law in 
October 2023 with potential significant impact on decisions made by 
relevant authorities (including National Government, Local Authorities 
and Parish Councils). Implementation and interpretation of the new 
duty is being defined through Defra guidance and legal test cases.

•	 The UK is amongst nearly 200 other countries that have committed 
to protecting 30% of land and sea for nature by 2030 (known as 
30x30). National Landscapes will have a key role in creating this new 
Nature Recovery Network.

•	 The Protected Landscapes Targets and Outcomes Framework 
sets ambitious targets for nature recovery in National Parks and 
National Landscapes.  These will guide delivery of our work to 
achieve thriving plants and wildlife; mitigate and adapt to climate 
change; and enhance beauty, heritage and engagement with the 
natural environment. 

•	 North Yorkshire Council acts as financial and employing 
authority for the Howardian Hills Partnership and since 
unitary, it is also the sole planning authority for the area. As 
the Council prepares its new Local Plan, we are working with 
the planners to ensure that conserving and enhancing the 
Howardian Hills (and Nidderdale National Landscape) receives 
appropriate emphasis. We also continue to advise the Council 
on planning applications and woodland management plans.

•	 The work towards a Yorkshire Wolds National Landscape continues 
with completion of the required statutory public consultation. 
As this newly designated landscape would be contiguous with 
the Howardian Hills south-eastern boundary it brings many 
opportunities for collaboration on shared objectives. It would also 
mean that over 50% of North Yorkshire by area would be designated 
as protected landscape (National Park or National Landscape).

Management Plan
We will produce our very first 
formal Nature Recovery Plan and 
update our Howardian Hills National 
Landscape Management Plan by 
the end of December 2025. Work 
started on both documents in May 
2024 and several stakeholder and 
public workshops have been held to 
discuss the priorities for conserving 
and enhancing the special qualities 
of the area.  We’d really appreciate 
your views, please complete our 
online survey: smartsurvey.co.uk/s/
HowardianHillsNationalLandscape/



2

Dark Sky Friendly Villages
The first villages in the Howardian Hills to be awarded Dark 
Sky Friendly Community status have been revealed.

Bulmer, Terrington and Crayke all earned the honour for 
their efforts to combat poor lighting, promote the magic 
of the night sky and protect nocturnal biodiversity.

We are thrilled we’ve been able to work with these 
communities to make them dark sky friendly. For the first 
time we’ve also been able to support five demonstration 
projects to replace poor lighting with dark sky friendly 
fixtures, these offer practical examples to show that 
innovative dark sky friendly lighting is the way ahead.

In addition Ampleforth Abbey was also granted the 
coveted designation after work was undertaken to swap 
nearly 100 external lights for dark sky friendly ones 
which are fully shielded and much warmer in colour.

Although the Howardian Hills is fortunate to retain its 
starry skies many areas have lost their view of the heavens 
due to increasing light pollution. That also comes at a high 
cost to wildlife, particularly invertebrates such as moths 
and this has implications for many other species.

The scheme is being run jointly by the Howardian Hills 
Landscape and North York Moors National Park.

If your community is interested in earning the marque, 
or you would like to find out more about dark sky 
friendly lighting, we would love to hear from you.

info@howardianhills.org.uk

Give your business the 
star treatment!
Astro Tourism Workshop
On Wednesday 27 August 2025 at 
2pm the Howardian Hills Partnership 
is staging a free 2.5 hour astro tourism 
workshop for hospitality businesses.

Bookings: Richard Darn 
richard@richarddarn.com 
Tel 07753 670038

Get tips on making your business 
more dark sky friendly, marketing 
stargazing opportunities, learn how 
others have successfully tapped into 
the astro-tourism market and get 
practical advice on buying equipment. 

Stephen and Chris receiving the award 
on behalf of Bulmer village

Northern Lights over the Howardian Hills - Chris Lowther - Howardian Hills
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Taking Learning Outdoors
Safe, confident, curriculum-linked countryside 
education in the Howardian Hills National Landscape

A significant year for educational collaboration and enrichment 
in the Howardian Hills, we harnessed the resources of the 
Heritage Lottery funded Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership 
and Linking Environment and Farming Education (LEAF Ed) 
along with a host of local experts to upskill farmers, inspire 
teachers and build confidence to facilitate educational 
visits to the Howardian Hills National Landscape.

Kicking off with the first ‘Linking Landscapes to the 
Curriculum’ conference organised in partnership with 
Ryevitalise, national and local experts in outdoor learning 
congregated with local teachers and educators in the 
stunning surroundings of Newburgh Priory to share activities 
and ideas, and masses of energy and enthusiasm.

Utilising Farming in Protected Landscapes (FIPL) funding, 
LEAF Ed put 10 farmers and one Howardian Hills Officer 
through the Countryside Educational Visits Accreditation 
Scheme (CEVAS) and offered individual support to 
increase confidence and readiness to host school visits.  
Local teachers also attended an inspirational on-farm 
training day. In March 2025 two farms in Terrington and 
Brandsby successfully hosted their first school visits.

Working with the LEAF Ed, the Yorkshire Arboretum and 
Everwich Theatre, we also orchestrated four activity days 
for primary school children at the Yorkshire Arboretum. 

All of these educational visits were fully funded by DEFRA 
through the Generation Green 2.0 project enabling 
some children to get out on farms for the first time.

It is hard to describe the thrill children (and teachers) get 
from worm charming, seeing red squirrels or meeting ‘digital’ 
sheep, being able to unleash secondary school students 
whose first reaction to a gently sloping field is to roll down 
it belly-laughing, or to sense the awe when young hands 
are plunged into bags of smooth, freshly harvested cereal 
grains is incredible. Memorable experiences for all.

If you know of a business or organisation who would like to 
contribute to sustaining this type of work please get in touch.

Nature Calling!
Bringing together the National 
Landscapes in England, Nature Calling 
involves local arts organisations and 
community groups from within a 
30-minute journey time of their nearby 
National Landscape in an ambitious 
new national arts programme. There 
are six major landscape ‘Hubs’ and 
21 smaller ‘Spoke’ landscapes across 
England taking part; the Howardian 
Hills is one of these ‘Spokes’. Funded 
by Arts Council England, Defra and 
the National Landscapes in England, 
Nature Calling aims to inspire new 
communities to connect with their 
local National Landscape, increase 
their access to nature, improve their 
wellbeing and inspire a sense of 
belonging in these special places.

We are excited to announce that we 
have commissioned theatre company 
Next Door But One and York Dance 
Space to deliver the project ‘Nature’s 
Caring Call’. Those benefiting from 
the project will be unpaid carers 
supported by York Carer’s Centre.

Commissioned artists will create 
artwork for a public season of 
art from May - October 2025, 
reaching an audience of tens of 
thousands.  naturecalling.org.uk

Beaming children
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Valuable Volunteers 
Making a huge difference to the natural and historic 
environment of the Howardian Hills National Landscape

The Howardian Hills volunteers carry out practical tasks on a 
fortnightly basis across the year which resulted in 23 task days 
at 15 different sites across the Howardian Hills in 2024-5. Their 
hard work, enthusiasm and dedication brings huge benefit to 
the natural and historic environment of the area.

1205 hours of voluntary work has been carried out - that 
equates to 241 volunteer days with an average of 10 volunteers 
per task. These numbers are significant increases on those of 
2023-4 because several new people have joined. 

Varied work, cake and company

A range of tasks are carried over the seasons including planting 
wildflowers, hedging and trees, cutting and raking wildflower 
meadows, clearance of scrub for biodiversity benefit, the 
removal of invasive species like Himalayan balsam and 
rhododendron, improvements to public rights of way, building 
bird boxes and insect houses, and the removal of redundant 
plastic hedge guards.

Some of the work is carried out on regular sites and it makes 
a significant difference to their condition and ongoing 
management. There are always one-off tasks and sites 
to be tackled too which provide opportunities to discover 
hidden corners of the Howardian Hills.

The work is carried out with the cooperation of the landowners 
and other bodies, such as Natural England, Forestry England 
and community groups.

Volunteers also help out on the Howardian Hills stand at Malton 
Show, Ryedale Show and various village markets to support the 
staff team in engaging with the public. 

Our volunteers have previously carried out surveys of the 
traditional direction signs and village nameplates in the built 
environment of the Howardian Hills. As a result of this work 
several signs have now been refurbished or replaced and we 
have been able to identify future work.

There is a statutory duty for public rights of way to be 
signposted from the roadside and volunteers have checked 
these within the Howardian Hills to enable the North Yorkshire 
Council Countryside Access team to utilise funding in 2024/25 
for a replacement programme.  60 English Oak fingerposts, 
engraved with route information and the Howardian Hills logo, 
have been installed.

The year wraps up with a Christmas task and get together 
at Howsham Mill with sausages, mince pies and mulled apple 
juice around a roaring log fire.  If you are interested in joining 
our group of volunteers please contact us 
info@howardianhills.org.uk

Planting in Littledale
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Many hands make light work
There are few short-cuts when removing hedgerow plastic 
guards. Timing is key, removing the guards as soon as the hedge 
is mature enough to survive predation, the ideal time of year is 
November to February when the leaves have dropped and the 
base of the hedge is more accessible. Last season we focussed on 
removing hedgerow plastic along the popular walking route over 
Caulkley’s Bank. The Howardian Hills volunteers gamely spent a 
very chilly day under the hedge and then we were joined by the 
North-East team from Natural England who used one of their 
corporate volunteering days to carefully unwrap hedge spirals 
while watching rain storms sweep across the Vale of Pickering.

In total these teams removed approximately 6,000 spirals 
from 1km of hedge, that’s 300kg of plastic saved from the 
environment! 

If you have a team of people who could help to unwrap a hedge 
or you are a landowner who would like some help removing 
hedge plastic please get in touch.

Redundant spirals Caulkleys Bank

Removing hedge spirals, Caulkleys Bank

Celebrating the Ryevitalise 
Landscape Partnership
After five and a half years of delivery this partnership scheme 
funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund reached its 
conclusion in March 2025. The external evaluation identified the 
project met, and often exceeded, its original aims to conserve, 
enhance and restore the natural and cultural heritage while 
enabling people to reconnect with the history, wildlife and 
landscapes of the River Rye and its tributaries. 

Big numbers!
Key achievements include: delivering 173ha of improved natural 
habitat through 63 conservation agreements working with land 
managers; treating 142km of watercourse to reduce Invasive 
Non-Native Species; delivering 82 interventions to improve water 
quality and reduce flood risk; engaging with 723 land managers to 
increase understanding of habitat restoration; 6,212 participants 
involved in 383 events; 199 volunteers contributed 1065 days 
on heritage activities; 5 circular walks created totalling 30km; 70 
heritage training workshops delivered benefiting 531 people. 

The legacy of the project is significant, there is still a lot 
going on!  A number of feasibility options were undertaken 
and planning applications submitted which provide nature 
conservation project-ready opportunities to deliver when 
funding becomes available. In addition, survey work with 
the help of volunteers will continue, monitoring species, 
habitats and water quality throughout the project area. There 
is also a suite of online resources and event plans which are 
readily available for future use at northyorkmoors.org.uk/
naturerecovery/ryevitalise

A huge thanks to our partners, land managers and volunteers 
without whom the project would not have been possible. 

River fly monitoring session
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Contacts
Ellie Hook, Manager 
estelle.hook@northyorks.gov.uk 
T: 07890 051137
Nick Burrows, Farm Conservation 
Officer 
nicholas.burrows@northyorks.gov.uk 
T: 07816 251191
Francesca Pert, Project Officer 
(education, outreach, rivers) 
francesca.pert@northyorks.gov.uk
Tony Croser, Conservation Grants 
Administrator (access, community)
antony.croser@northyorks.gov.uk
Rosy Eaton, Project Officer
(woodland/forestry, nature recovery 
and historic sites) 
rosemary.eaton@northyorks.gov.uk
Frances Standen, Project Officer 
(communications, natural 
environment sites, species recovery) 
frances.standen@northyorks.gov.uk
The Old Vicarage, Bondgate, 
Helmsley, North Yorkshire  YO62 5BP
T: 01609 536778 
E: info@howardianhills.org.uk 
www.howardianhills.org.uk

Howardian Hills staff team

Signing the Way
The 14 Howardian Hills National Landscape gateway plinths have 
had new sign plates (with the new name and logo) installed. The old 
signs had faded significantly in the 15 years since their installation. 

Traditional direction signs and village nameplates are significant 
features in the built landscape of the Howardian Hills. There 
are 40 of the traditional direction signs across the area, and 
refurbishment work has been carried out on signs in and around 
Oulston, Brandsby and Hovingham. These signs are made of cast 
iron and are extremely heavy. It takes some work and time for the 
sign contractors (Cleveland Corrosion) to coordinate with North 
Yorkshire Council Highways for their removal and reinstatement 
but the quality of work is outstanding and greatly appreciated by 
locals and visitors alike. 

The villages of Sproxton, Stonegrave and Whenby have had 
traditional village nameplates refurbished. Many nameplates 
are positioned on stone plinths or millstones and some of the 
refurbishment work has seen significant commitment from the 
villages in restoring these settings. In Stonegrave the plinths at 
either end of the village on the B1257 (Helmsley to Malton road) 
have been totally re-built, and in Sproxton the plinth on the village’s 
northern entrance has had to be rebuilt after being seriously 
damaged by a vehicle - luckily the nameplate was untouched. 

06/25 721605542
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