
 

 OFFICIAL 

The following projects have been approved by the Howardian Hills National Landscape’s Farming in 

Protected Landscapes Local Assessment Panel in Year 4 - 2024/25. We are publishing this information to 

enable the public to see how our budget allocation from the Department for the Environment, Food and 

Rural Affairs is being spent. 

 

Business 

name 

Location FiPL grant 

awarded 

Total 

project cost 

Project 

start date 

Project 

end date 

Project description 

LEAF (Linking 

Environment 

and Farming) 

Education 

(Sam Wyman) 

Work is 

proposed 

across the 

Howardian 

Hills, on 

several farms 

£8,420.00 £8,480.00 22/05/24 28/03/25 A programme to support 

farmers with their first 

steps towards 

educational visits. 

Support 10 farmers to 

undergo CEVAS. Provide 

bespoke support for 

individual farmers - aiming 

to facilitate completion of 

CEVAS portfolio work, 

advise on groundwork/ 

capital investment 

required before the arrival 

of school groups, and 

support with the 

preparation of activities 

and educational content 

for each setting. 

LEAF (Linking 

Environment 

and Farming) 

Education 

(Sam Wyman) 

Work is 

proposed 

across the 

Howardian 

Hills, 

predominantly 

in local 

schools 

£6,430.54 £6,430.54 09/04/24 28/03/25 LEAF education initiative 

includes a bespoke 

Continual Professional 

Development session for 

up to 15 teachers in the 

Howardian Hills National 

Landscape, focusing on 

incorporating local 

agricultural and natural 

landscapes into national 

curriculums. This session 

will equip teachers with 

practical strategies for 

arranging farm visits and 

teaching about food, 

farming, and 

sustainability, enhancing 

their ability to engage 

students with the farmed 

and natural environment 

within the HHNL. Support 

and attendance at 

Ryevitalise teachers 

conference. LEAF will 

deliver 11 tailored in-
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school workshops for 

students in schools within 

the HHNL, aimed at 

providing hands-on 

experiences with food 

production, farming 

practices, and 

sustainability.  

Newburgh 

Priory Estate 

(Paul Robson) 

Foxfoot Hay 

(Acorn Hill) 

Field Barn, 

Newburgh 

£2,625.00 £2,625.00 07/05/24 22/05/24 Production of a 

Management Plan for the 

purposes of completing 

an application for Historic 

Building Restorations 

Grant funding from 

DEFRA following the 

approval of the initial 

application 

Beacon 

Alpacas 

(Jacki Barlow) 

Suncliffe 

Beacon Farm, 

Husthwaite 

£2,822.79 £2,822.79 13/03/25 31/03/25 Creation of a new farm 

pond for biodiversity and 

public interest. 

Newburgh 

Priory Estate 

(Paul Robson) 

Low Parks 

Farm, 

Husthwaite 

£2,985.00 £2,985.00 07/05/24 22/05/24 Production of a 

Management Plan for the 

purposes of completing 

an application for Historic 

Building Restorations 

Grant funding from 

DEFRA following the 

approval of the initial 

application. 

Hovingham 

Farms (Alice 

Hayter) 

Hovingham 

Spa Barn 

£4,200.00 £4,200.00 13/05/24 18/07/24 Production of a 

Management Plan for the 

purposes of completing 

an application for Historic 

Building Restorations 

Grant funding from 

DEFRA following the 

approval of the initial 

application. 

Ganthorpe 

Hall (Kitty 

Pennybacker) 

Ganthorpe 

Hall Stables 

£2,342.22 £2,342.22 07/05/24 30/05/24 Production of a 

Management Plan for the 

purposes of completing 

an application for Historic 

Building Restorations 

Grant funding from 

DEFRA following the 

approval of the initial 

application. 
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Castle 

Howard 

Estate (Guy 

Thallon) 

New River, 

Castle 

Howard 

£24,307.02 £40,511.70 06/08/24 15/01/25 A preliminary exploration 

of the current state of 

New River, a culturally 

important historic and 

natural landscape feature, 

and an investigation of 

how best it might be 

repaired, restored and 

enhanced. 

Hugill and 

Eaton (Fraser 

Hugill) 

A farm cluster 

project 

involving: 

Coney Hill 

Farm, 

Yearsley 

Throstle Nest 

Farm, 

Sproxton 

Lodge Field 

Farm, Gilling 

East 

£4,429.31 £13,509.29      14/05/24 31/03/25 The Grassland 

Sustainability Project was 

set up in Nov-22 with FiPL 

support and was a joint 

HHNL and NYMNPA 

project.  In 2023 phase 1 

involved baseline 

monitoring and getting 

the plots established.  

With the plots now in the 

ground phase 2 is about 

monitoring progress and 

continuing to learn the 

lessons. The project has 

gained significant interest 

particularly around the 

issue of utilising 

cocksfoot within the leys 

as an alternative to 

ryegrass.  Cocksfoot is 

much deeper rooting and 

its characteristics fit 

better with a more 

regenerative system. 

Some funding has been 

obtained from Innovative 

Farmers however the 

level of interest in the 

project has exceeded 

expectations. Additional 

FiPL support was required 

to undertake more 

detailed monitoring and 

to dedicate the time 

commitment required. 

Beacon 

Alpacas 

(Jacki Barlow) 

Suncliffe 

Beacon Farm, 

Husthwaite 

£10,056.26 £10,056.26 12/01/25 27/01/25 Ground works and 

associated surfacing to 

create disabled car 

parking to improve access 

for disabled visitors. 
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Rose Cottage 

Farm (Lou 

Howard) 

Rose Cottage 

Farm, 

Terrington 

£230,874.14 £288,102.77 18/09/24 31/03/25 Restoration of North and 

Eastern ranges of the 

Stable Yard, and Pinfold 

Animal Shelter at Rose 

Cottage Farm, Terrington 

Coulton Mill 

(Nicholas 

Burrows) 

Coulton Mill £309,367.27 £385,293.79 01/07/24 31/03/25 Restoration of the 

agricultural buildings at 

Coulton Mill, Coulton 

Newburgh 

Priory Estate 

(Paul Robson) 

Low Parks 

Farm, 

Husthwaite 

£225,074.40 £281,343.00 18/09/24 31/03/25 Restoration of the 

agricultural buildings (barn 

and ranges forming an 

irregular quadrangle) at 

Low Parks Farm, Coxwold 

Newburgh 

Priory Estate 

(Paul Robson) 

Foxfoot Hay 

(Acorn Hill) 

Field Barn, 

Newburgh 

£40,158.68 £52,178.63 10/07/24 31/03/25 Restoration of the 

agricultural buildings (a 

barn with a range of 

connected ancillary 

buildings) at Foxfoot Hay 

Field Barn, Newburgh 

Hovingham 

Farms (Alice 

Hayter) 

Hovingham 

Spa Barn 

£46,829.97 £58,537.46 03/12/24 31/03/25 Restoration of 

Hovingham Spa Barn 

Ganthorpe 

Hall (Kitty 

Pennybacker) 

Ganthorpe 

Hall Stables 

£54,474.47 £72,893.32 18/09/24 31/03/25 Restoration of Ganthorpe 

Hall stables 

Howardian 

Hills National 

Landscape 

(Francesca 

Pert) 

Area-wide £37,450.00 £63,681.00 30/09/24 27/03/25 Works to improve 

infrastructure across the 

Howardian Hills in order to 

allow a wider range of the 

public, including those 

with limited mobility, to 

enjoy the area. 

The 

Yorkshire 

Arboretum 

(Julia Barker) 

The Yorkshire 

Arboretum, 

Castle 

Howard 

£34,060.16 £42,575.20 15/12/24 31/03/25 To increase physical 

access to the Yorkshire 

Arboretum for all visitors, 

especially those with 

restricted mobility, by 

providing Tramper 

mobility scooters and 

Paratreker all-terrain 

wheelchairs, together 

with suitable housing and 

charging points for them. 

To enhance 

interpretation, outreach 

and remote access to the 

arboretum, its collection 

and natural biodiversity, 

by installing an improved 

wi-fi link. A CCTV link to 

the red squirrel enclosure 

will enable people to view 

them online. 
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JLG & SL 

McLane 

(Richard 

McLane) 

Lodge Field 

Farm, Gilling 

East 

£80,492.72 £83,812.36 01/10/24 31/01/25 Creation of two principal 

wetland areas on land 

immediately to the north 

of Holbeck, NW of Gilling 

East village. Restoration 

of hedging with 

associated fencing and 

tree planting to create 

meadow pasture with 

associated infrastructure 

Hovingham 

Farms (Alice 

Hayter) 

Lime kiln, 

Hovingham 

Street, 

Hovingham 

£8,093.60 £8,093.60 15/01/25 31/03/25 Repair, conservation and 

interpretation of a lime 

kiln adjacent to public 

access 

Castle 

Howard 

Estate (Guy 

Thallon) 

Estate-wide, 

Castle 

Howard 

£44,589.62 £68,964.52 22/11/24 31/03/25 This project aims to 

significantly improve 

access to the Castle 

Howard Estate, including 

the grounds, adjacent 

parkland areas and the 

wider Howardian Hills 

National Landscape. The 

project includes the 

purchase of specialist 

people carrier trailers and 

Tramper mobility 

scooters, as well as 

improvements to 

bridleways and footpaths. 

Forgotten 

Flora 

(Ambrose 

Gruenfeld) 

Birkdale Farm, 

Terrington 

£9,944.62 £12,868.25 01/09/24 09/12/24 The Forgotten Flora 

Project is dedicated to 

increasing the biodiversity 

of native wildflower 

species in the Howardian 

Hills and surrounding 

areas. By targeting 

species that are in decline, 

the project seeks to 

restore and enrich local 

ecosystems. There is well 

established volunteer 

network in place and the 

first year of seedlings has 

been planted. 

Ampleforth 

Abbey (Mike 

Gosling) 

Ampleforth 

Abbey 

£11,177.58 £16,843.98 22/10/24 31/03/25 Provision of 2 all-terrain 

wheelchairs and a 

Tramper mobility scooter, 

plus the creation of a 

path, to improve access 

around the site for both 

day visitors and retreats 

guests. Those with limited 

mobility will be able to 

access the extensive 

grounds and gardens 
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independently and easily 

in all weathers. 

Andrew 

Home 

Whitegate, 

Yearsley 

£5,802.80 £5,949.80 18/10/24 07/02/25 Creation of a wildflower 

meadow, including sowing 

of 1 ha of native, perennial 

wild flowers; encouraging 

bee habitat with the 

installation of natural bee 

homes; increasing 

hedgerow to attract birds 

and insects, as well as a 

corridor between 

habitats; community 

engagement by the use of 

traditional scythe mowing 

of the meadow 

Sara Black Beal Close, 

Husthwaite 

£9,017.21 £9,017.21 19/12/24 23/01/25 178m of new hedge, 48m 

of gapping up with 12 

hedgerow trees, 

protective fencing and 2 

wooden field gates to 

recreate the historic 

hedges and field patterns 

at Beal Close, as shown on 

the mapping of 1856. 

Howardian 

Hills National 

Landscape 

(Frances 

Standen) 

Area-wide £2,750.00 £2,750.00 12/12/24 31/03/25 Provision of 20 bespoke 

barn owl breeding boxes 

with siting and monitoring 

advice; one information 

event for landowners to 

brief on the scope and 

success of the project at 

its conclusion and its next 

steps. 

Hagg Yard 

(Joe Cook) 

Hagg Yard, 

Crambe 

£8,645.50 £8,645.50 01/03/25 31/03/25 185m of new access track 

from the existing track to 

the area of the relocated 

sheep pens. 2 gateways 

resurfaced and 5 new 

hedgerow trees planted in 

the vicinity of Hagg Yard, 

Crambe. 

New Pilfit 

Farm (S 

Scott) 

New Pilfit 

Farm, 

Newburgh 

£56,184.00 £56,184.00 24/03/25 31/03/25 Restoration of an ancient 

lakebed into wetland 

habitat on land 

immediately to the south 

of the former Coxwold to 

Gilling East railway 

(disused). The land floods 

periodically to create a 

natural wetland. This 

application will allow the 

regulation of water levels 

on the site to create 

permanent habitat for 
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birds, such as lapwing and 

curlew. Works will adapt 

the existing drainage 

system. There will be no 

changes to the current 

surface levels. 

Howardian 

Hills National 

Landscape 

(Frances 

Standen) 

Birkdale Farm, 

Terrington 

£23,740.87 £26,818.87 10/12/24 31/03/25 The Forgotten Flora 

Project is dedicated to 

enhancing biodiversity by 

restoring native 

wildflower species in the 

Howardian Hills and 

surrounding areas. By 

targeting species in 

decline, the project aims 

to revitalise and enrich 

local ecosystems. This 

effort has been made 

possible through a well-

established volunteer 

network that engages a 

diverse cross-section of 

the community, from local 

school groups to retirees, 

in land stewardship and 

conservation efforts. 

Additionally, the project 

collaborates with local 

organisations and 

environmental groups to 

amplify its impact, share 

knowledge, and foster a 

collective commitment to 

protecting and restoring 

natural habitats. The aim 

of this phase of the 

project is establishing a 

new permanent base at 

Birkdale Farm, the project 

is set to expand its 

capacity for seed 

propagation, volunteer 

coordination, and 

educational outreach. 

This new location will 

serve as a hub for ongoing 

conservation work, 

ensuring the continued 

restoration of biodiversity 

and the long-term 

resilience of local 

ecosystems. 

Hovingham 

Farms (Alice 

Hayter) 

Hovingham 

Park 

£1,921.76 £2,892.10 14/03/25 24/03/25 Creation of a new copse in 

the historic Hovingham 
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Park with trees protected 

by a ring fence. 

Brandrith 

Farm (Michael 

Fargher) 

Brandrith 

Farm, Bulmer 

£7,148.00 £8,935.00 26/03/25 31/03/25 Establishment phase - 

purchase 30 cattle 

Nofence collars with a 12-

month subscription for 

each collar, as well as 3 

batteries and 3 chargers. 

Begin the process of 

training cattle with the 

collars within Mausoleum 

Field where there is a 

secure boundary and no 

public access. Once 

trained the extension 

phase of the project will 

begin, training the 

remaining herd for these 

fields and then extending 

the range across the 

wider parkland areas, 

reducing grazing 

intensity, protected 

delicate habitats, 

reducing modern 

infrastructure and better 

manage public-livestock 

interaction to minimise 

risk. 

Stirling 

Ventures Ltd 

(Julian Pilling) 

Cawton 

Heights Farm, 

Cawton 

£7,189.00 £7,189.00 26/03/25 27/03/25 Extension of existing 

block of woodland to the 

south to create a 

substantial block of 

woodland protected by 

deer fencing. Creation of 

a further block of 

woodland on the adjacent 

field corner 

Brandrith 

Farm (Michael 

Fargher) 

Brandrith 

Farm, Bulmer 

£4,974.40 £6,218.00 28/03/25 31/03/25 Addition of 21 cattle 

Nofence collars with a 12-

month subscription for 

each collar, as well as 2 

spare batteries and 2 

chargers. Cattle will be 

trained with the collars 

within Mausoleum field 

where there is a secure 

boundary and no public 

access. It will then be 

extended across the 

wider parkland areas, 

reducing grazing 

intensity, protected 

delicate habitats, 

reducing modern 
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infrastructure and better 

manage public-livestock 

interaction to minimise 

risk. 

 


