Summary of grants aid available to support tree planting and woodland creation in the Howardian Hills AONB
Natural England

For holdings already in or considering joining Higher Level Stewardship there are area based annual payments for ten years. Additional contributions are also available for the capital works. For woodland creation the annual payment is up to £315 per hectare per year and for the creation of wood pasture it is up to £180 per hectare per year.
Planting of in field and boundary trees also  be funded through capital works.
Woodland Trust

MORE Woods scheme. There is no fixed rate of support with each application considered on its merits. Plantings to be larger than 1 hectare but several smaller areas may be taken in total. This scheme can also be used to support the creation of wood pasture and parkland (widely spaced trees with continued grazing). 
Forestry Commission

EWGS - Woodland Creation Grant provides an area based capital payment of up to £1800 per hectare plus an annual payment for up to 15 years to compensate for loss of agricultural revenue (Unimproved land - £60/ha, Improved land - £200/ha, Arable land £300/ha). 
Additional payments may become available through 2009/10 for specific priority areas – please contact me for further details.
Single Farm Payments
Field tree planting and creating wood pasture or parkland will not usually effect your entitlement.

For Forestry Commission schemes, providing that the land to be planted was in receipt of SFP in 2008 you will continue to be eligible for the payment.

AONB Project Fund

The AONB Project Fund offers grants towards the creation of small woodlands and wood pasture. The schemes have to demonstrate landscape benefit that is visible from places accessible to the general public (i.e. you can see them from a public right of way or road) or significant biodiversity benefit (usually by their linking existing woodlands and/or mature hedgerows). The percentage of the total project cost that is grant aided is assessed on a scheme by scheme basis.
For further information please contact: Mark Antcliff on 01439 770657 or email m.antcliff@northyorkmoors-npa.gov.uk.
