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WELBURN WALKS

The Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), in partnership with Castle Howard, has launched a leaflet offering three circular walks through some of North Yorkshire's most beautiful countryside, all beginning from the ancient village of Welburn.

There are three walks of differing lengths and difficulty: an easy 3.5km walk, a moderate 5.5km walk and a harder 10km walk, which all take in the landscape, monuments and wildlife of the AONB and the Castle Howard estate.

The three walks lead people through a variety of landscapes that are characteristic of the AONB.  The 3.5km walk takes you to the carriage drive used in Queen Victoria's day to reach Castle Howard from its own station, with an outstanding view of Castle Howard and its magnificent landscape.  

The 5.5km walk guides walkers through Todd Wood, with its orange tip, peacock and small tortoiseshell butterflies, and large black bracket fungus, and into Pretty Wood, a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC).  Pretty Wood, which is carpeted with bluebells in early summer, contains three different types of oak - pendunculate, native hybrid and Turkey. Its trees also keep secret the least known monument on the Castle Howard estate: the Four Faces Monument by Nicholas Hawksmoor.  

The 10km walk gives people views of the Mausoleum, the most mysterious building in the Castle Howard landscape, where generations of the Howard family have been buried in the vaults beneath the spectacular chapel.  This walk also includes beautiful views of the Temple of the Four Winds by Vanbrugh and 18th-century New River Bridge.  Walkers will pass by Ray Wood, where noctule bats roost, and through agricultural landscapes rich in hedgerows where yellowhammers and melanistic pheasants can be spotted.  

The Welburn Walks leaflet can be downloaded from www.howardianhills.org.uk/58/Walking.html, or picked up from the Pub, Post Office or church in Welburn.  
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Notes to the Editor

*
Castle Howard is home to the Hon. Simon and Mrs Howard, and their twins Merlin and Octavia.  There are almost 200 buildings and monuments across the Estate, including the Four Faces in Pretty Wood, the Pyramid and the Mausoleum.  All over the estate a major programme of restoration work is dedicated towards preserving this priceless heritage, which ensures that traditional skills and crafts are being preserved for future generations.  See www.castlehoward.co.uk for more information.

*
The Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty covers an area of 200 square kilometres, stretching from Helmsley to Malton, Howsham to Husthwaite. It was designated in 1987 and is one of 49 AONBs in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, set up under the same legislation that created the National Parks. The landscape is characterised by extensive woodland, rolling agricultural fields, large country houses and designed parklands. The primary purposes of designation are to conserve and enhance natural beauty, whilst taking into account the needs of local rural industries and communities. Recreation should be managed so as not to conflict with these aims.  See www.howardianhills.org.uk for further information or contact Liz Bassindale, Assistant AONB Officer (liz.bassindale@northyorks.gov.uk/ 0845 0349495).
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