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NEWS RELEASE

LOCAL CHILDREN LAUNCH NEW WALKS LEAFLET
Launched in time for Christmas, and the New Year’s resolutions about fitness that come in its wake, this walk leaflet centred in Welburn provides a perfect opportunity to explore some of the best landscapes that the Howardian Hills AONB has to offer.

In the second of a series of leaflets encouraging people to explore the landscape, wildlife and history on their doorsteps, the Howardian Hills AONB is launching a new leaflet in Welburn on Wednesday 12th December.  In partnership with Castle Howard Estate, the AONB has put together a collection of three circular walks in and around the village.
With distances varying from 2 miles to 6½ miles in length, the routes lead people through the differing landscapes to be found within the AONB.  A short route to the south of Welburn provides views showcasing the splendour of designed parkland and large country houses – features so characteristic of much of the Howardian Hills landscape.  Two longer routes loop out to the north, giving views of Castle Howard and its monuments at closer-quarters and passing through rolling wooded hills and farmland associated with Castle Howard Estate.

The leaflet is principally aimed at encouraging local people to walk in their own neighbourhood, to see the wealth of history and wildlife around them.  Notes within the leaflet describe historical features such as Todd Mill, Welburn Church and School, the Four Faces Monument and Temple of the Four Winds and the carriage drive used in Queen Victoria’s day to reach Castle Howard from its own station. Walkers can also see a fantastic display of bluebells in the spring, as well as passing areas of woodland and farmland that are being managed to conserve and enhance both biodiversity and the landscape.
Howardian Hills Assistant AONB Officer Liz Bassindale said “We have started this series of leaflets to raise awareness of what people can find on their doorsteps. New and long-term residents of AONB villages are often eager to explore the nearby countryside, but may not be aware of what hidden jewels lie in the immediate vicinity.  The leaflets will be available in the local shop, pub, village hall, vet and at Castle Howard encouraging visitors to this popular village and Castle Howard to explore a bit further afield.”
Geoff Eastwood, Ramblers Association representative on the AONB Committee, welcomed the new leaflet.   “This is an excellent way of opening-up access opportunities in the countryside close to people’s homes.  Walking and quiet recreation has so many benefits for both physical and spiritual health, in an increasingly busy world.”
ENDS
NOTES TO EDITORS
1. The leaflet will be launched by Geoff Eastwood of the Ramblers Associations, a representative from Castle Howard (Nick Cooke, Forester?) and children from Welburn Primary School, at 2.15pm on Wednesday 12th  December.  Photo opportunities will be available around the village, as the school children start to deliver the leaflets to local businesses.  Photographers and reporters are asked to meet the group at 2.15pm outside the Crown and Cushion Public House (YO60 7DZ), which is on the main street in the centre of Welburn village.

2. The Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty covers an area of 200 square kilometres, stretching from Helmsley to Malton, Howsham to Husthwaite. It was designated in 1987 and is one of 40 AONBs in England and Wales, set up under the same legislation that created the National Parks. The landscape is characterised by extensive woodland, rolling agricultural fields, large country houses and designed parklands. The primary purposes of designation are to conserve and enhance natural beauty, whilst taking into account the needs of local rural industries and communities. Recreation should be managed so as not to conflict with these aims.

3. The Joint Advisory Committee's work covers nature conservation, cultural heritage, landscape and recreation. As well as providing advice and assistance to farmers and land managers wanting to enter Government conservation schemes, it also provides grant aid and carries out work directly. Examples of work funded by the Committee include hedge planting, wall repairs, habitat management, scrub clearance from ancient monuments, repainting black-and white roadsigns and village name plates and restoring village features such as water pumps. It also monitors development proposals, to ensure that new developments such as mobile phone masts are sensitively sited in the landscape. See www.howardianhills.org.uk for further information.
4. The work of the Joint Advisory Committee is guided by its Management Plan 2004 - 2009.

5. The AONB Joint Advisory Committee is funded by Natural England, North Yorkshire County Council, Ryedale District Council and Hambleton District Council.
6. For further details please contact the Assistant AONB Officer, Liz Bassindale, Tel 0845 034 9495 or e-mail liz.bassindale@northyorks.gov.uk. 
