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**PHOTO/BROADCAST OPPORTUNITY**
Sunday 18th February
10.30AM to 2.30PM
AT SANDLANDS NEAR HOWSHAM
LOCAL VOLUNTEERS JOIN FORCES TO RESTORE WETLAND
Volunteer teams from the Howardian Hills AONB, North Yorkshire County Council, North York Moors National Park and Basic Plus will be joining forces on Sunday 18th February to assist with the restoration of a valuable fen meadow habitat on the banks of the River Derwent.
The owners of the meadow have entered into Countryside Stewardship and with the assistance of this scheme are clearing 15 year old spruce trees from the site with the aim of restoring the once species-rich fenland plant community. However, willow is starting to invade and action is needed immediately to clear it.

Whilst the owners continuing to fell the spruce trees the volunteers will be lending a hand felling and burning the willow scrub which is encroaching. If the willow is not cleared then it will spread across the whole fen, eventually reverting it to woodland and causing the loss of the fenland plants that are becoming established.

Liz Bassindale, Assistant AONB Officer, said “scrub clearance is vital for the restoration of this site. Equally important will be ongoing management, wetlands are successional communities and there is a constant battle to remove colonising scrub to maintain an open, wet, fenland habitat”.

The team from Basics Plus have already spent several days working at Sandlands. They have a proven track record of very successful conservation management of sites in both the AONB and North York Moors National Park. Peter Scott, Senior Tutor for Basics Plus, adds “the students have worked at Sandlands on several occasions in the past and even chose to have their Christmaas meal at the site this year! They should be able to demonstrate scrub clearance to the other volunteers”.
Liz added that “Volunteers are increasingly contributing to Conservation work in the Howardian Hills AONB and further afield in North Yorkshire. With the AONB, North York Moors National Park and North Yorkshire County Council working together the volunteers are ensured opportunities to work on a diverse range of projects at a variety of locations across the County.” 

Anyone interested in conservation volunteering in North Yorkshire should contact David Ranner, Volunteer Co-ordinator, at North Yorkshire County Council or Liz Bassindale at the AONB Office in Hovingham”.
ENDS
NOTES TO EDITORS

1. Members of staff from the AONB Unit, North Yorkshire County Council Countryside Service, North York Moors National Park and Basics Plus will be working alongside the volunteers and will be able to offer quotes on the day and provide additional information

2. Photo opportunities will be available between 11am and 2pm, as between these times the volunteers will be felling and burning.  Photographers and reporters are asked to confirm if they wish to attend so that a member of the team can walk to the roadside to bring them to the site (5mins walk or short 4x4 drive) at the time they would like.
3. Basics Plus is a training and employment scheme for adults with special needs. The scheme is based in Scarborough. Senior Tutor Peter Scott will be able to discuss their work in the AONB and North York Moors National Park in more detail. Tel: 01723 371335.
4. For further details please contact the Assistant AONB Officer, Liz Bassindale. Tel 01653 627164 or Dave Ranner, Volunteer Coordinator, North Yorkshire County Council : 01609 780780.
