HOWARDIAN HILLS AONB SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FUND
PROJECT SCORING AND SUSTAINABILITY CHECKLIST
The fundamental aim of the Fund is: 

“To promote and enhance the environmental, economic, and community well being of the Howardian Hills AONB, to ensure a better quality of life for everyone, now and for generations to come”.

All applications are assessed using the checklist to determine the impact of your project and judge how your project meets the aims of the Fund. 
1. Sustainability Checklist

	YES
	NO
	UNSURE
	Essential Criteria

	
	
	
	Core Criteria:

	
	
	
	1. Does the project further AONB purposes?

	
	
	
	2. Does the project comply with State Aid regulations?

	
	
	
	3. Does the project promote, enhance, and generate greater awareness & understanding of sustainable development?

	
	
	
	4. Does the project demonstrate innovation or best practice?

	
	
	
	5. Does the project have the support and involvement of community?

	
	
	
	6. Does the project link community, environmental, economic and cultural issues?

	
	
	
	7. Does the project demonstrate imagination and creativity?

	
	Desirable Criteria

	
	Environmental criteria

	
	
	
	A. Does the project conserve and/or enhance biodiversity?

	
	
	
	B. Does the project ‘reduce, reuse, or recycle’ waste?

	
	
	
	C. Does the project encourage energy efficiency?

	
	
	
	D. Does the project minimise pollution to air/water/land?

	
	
	
	E. Does the project reduce the need for fossil fuel based transport? 

	
	
	
	F. Does the project use traditional and/or local materials

	
	Social Criteria:

	
	
	
	A. Does the project encourage/demonstrate community engagement, empowerment, ownership and/or involvement?

	
	
	
	B. Does the project benefit young, disabled and/or people not normally involved with the AONB?

	
	
	
	C. Does the project create/further urban-rural links?

	
	
	
	D. Does the project address local social needs?

	
	
	
	E. Does the project have community structures in place to manage it?

	
	
	
	F. Has a local feasibility study or appraisal been carried out?

	
	Economic Criteria:

	
	
	
	A. Does the project generate its own income?

	
	
	
	B. Does the project help the local economy?

	
	
	
	C. Does the project contribute to employment, training, or volunteering?

	
	
	
	D. Does the project fully explore opportunities for levering in funds and/or support in kind from other sources?

	
	
	
	E. Is the project cost effective?


Relative score of project against criteria: 

	

	1 low/poor
	2 below average
	3 medium/ average
	4 above average
	5 high/ excellent

	Score on core criteria 
	
	
	
	
	

	Environmental focus 
	
	
	
	
	

	Social focus
	
	
	
	
	

	Economic focus
	
	
	
	
	

	Total score
	


2. Additional priorities
	Will the SDF make a real difference to this project? Because:

· There is no other funding available for the project/ element of the project

· The SDF will help to unlock other funding

· SDF is needed as match funding to make the project happen

· Without the SDF a much less sustainable alternative will be used (e.g. power generation, materials, transport)
	
	HIGH
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