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The Sustainable Development Fund

What is the Sustainable Development Fund?
The Sustainable Development Fund is a new grant scheme.  It supports projects that bring social, environmental and economic benefits to the AONB.  It aims to develop and test new methods of achieving a more sustainable way of life in this area of great beauty and diversity. 

This year’s Fund is approximately £45,000, for suitable projects that are completed by 31st March 2011.  The Fund can provide grants to organisations, businesses, community groups and individuals who wish to explore and develop practical projects that conserve, enhance and develop the environment, economy and way of life.  
The Fund is administered by the AONB office, with technical support from the SDF Officer and Panel at the North York Moors National Park.

What is Sustainable Development?

There are many different definitions of sustainable development, some of them very confusing!  Set out below is the definition that we use when considering projects for the Fund. 

‘Sustainable Development will promote and enhance the environmental, economic and community well being of the Howardian Hills and ensure a better quality of life for everyone, now and for generations to come’

Achieving sustainable development requires working towards four main goals at the same time:

· Social progress which meets the needs of everyone

· Effective protection of the environment

· Ensuring a diverse and prosperous rural economy

· Prudent use of natural resources

Attached to this guidance is an example of the “sustainability checklist” which is used to assess your project.  Working through this yourself will help you judge how or if your project fits the needs of the Fund.
What kind of project is eligible? 

Successful projects will demonstrate:

· Sustainability (integrating all of the goals of sustainable development above)

· Harmony with Howardian Hills AONB purposes
· Support or involvement of local communities

· Partnership working - wherever possible

What kind of project is eligible? (cont) 

Grants can cover the costs of some or all of the following:

· Practical work/capital & revenue costs

· Feasibility studies or research projects

· Group or partnership development 

· Awareness raising and training about sustainable living & working

Priority will be given to projects that:

· Are innovative or demonstrate best practice

· Involve young people

· Bring in funds and/or support in kind from other sources

· Add value or new dimensions to existing sustainability projects

· Reduce the need for fossil fuels & cut greenhouse gas emissions

Examples of projects that the existing SDF scheme in the North York Moors National Park has supported to date can be downloaded from their website at www.moors.uk.net
Who can apply?

Public, private, voluntary sector, individuals, businesses or community groups can apply.  Individuals or businesses can only be beneficiaries where the project shows a clear benefit to the wider community.

How we assess your application

Please refer to the application procedure flow chart.  Officers of the AONB and National Park Authority can guide and support the development of your application where appropriate. 

Grants £2,000 and under: A quick decision is made by the small SDF Steering Group, with no need to submit the application to the decisions panel.
Grants over £2,000: The final decision to grant is given by the Sustainable Development Fund Panel.  The panel is made up of representatives from a range of interests, including community, youth, business and conservation/environment.  It meets every other month – please refer to the table of deadlines & meetings.

Grants

· Grants will normally be in the range of £500 - £40,000.  In exceptional circumstances a greater award may be made.

· The scheme can provide grants of up to 75%.  Up to 100% could be available for voluntary bodies and exceptional projects.
· For match funding purposes volunteer time can be included.  It will usually be calculated at £50/day (£6.25/hr) for general volunteers and £100/day (£12.50/hr) for specialist, technical or professional volunteers.

	If you would like more information or want to talk through a project idea please contact the AONB Office near Hovingham on 0845 034 9495
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