NEW LOOK
AONB WEB
SITE

The AONB website has
recently been redesigned to
provide better access to
information on the
Howardian Hills AONB.

The site contains a range of
information including
facts about the AONB,

a list of accommodation
providers and details of the
grant scheme/project fund

available.

A regularly updated news and
events page means that you
can keep up to date with the

work of the AONB Unit.

The site can be viewed at
www.howardianhills.org.uk

ACTION ON THE GROUND AT
OSWALDKIRK

Villagers from
Oswaldkirk joined
forces with the
AONB Unit and the
British Trust for
Conservation
Volunteers (BTCV)
to help enhance an
important village
space. Chestnut
Bank in the centre
of the village was
in need of some
care and attention.
The first stage was
the clearance of
invasive weed
species such as elder

and brambles, then a new path
was laid and some additional trees
planted. The village has recently
commissioned a new bench, which
has been placed next to the site.

BENEFITING BIODIVERSITY

An area important for oak trees
and their associated wildlife has
received a boost, with additional
trees planted this year.

The site close to Helmsley contains
some of the oldest oak trees in the
area and is linked by a network of
hedges and woods to the veteran
trees in Duncombe Park.

The recently planted oaks have
been grown from local seed at the
Castle Howard Forest Nursery.
They will help ensure that oak
trees and the huge amount of
wildlife which they support remain
on the site for years to come. ©

New oak trees planted near Helmsley

Funding for the work came from
Ryedale District Council’s REACT
scheme, the Parish Council and the
AONB Joint Advisory Committee.
o

WE'RE MOVING

By the time this Newsletter is
published the AONB Unit should
have moved to its new office in
Wath Court, just outside
Hovingham.

This move has been made possible
due to an increase in funding from
the Countryside Agency and North
Yorkshire County Council.

At the time of going to print we do
not yet have full details of our
address and telephone numbers.
These will be publicised on our web
site and in local papers as soon as
they are available.

BEAUTIFUL by Freya, aged 10

The Howardian Hills
Is a wondrous place
Beautiful, beautiful

The warmth in the air
Puts a smile on my face

Beautiful, beautiful

The life like a knot
Is never undone
Beautiful, beautiful

The fields so golden
Shine like the sun
Beautiful, beautiful

A place like this should
come to no harm

Protect the environment,
keep it calm!

UPDATE ON THE

NATIVE WOODLAND DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

Following on from the article which appeared in the last edition of the Newsletter, Mike Chapman has

been continuing his work in the Howardian Hills AONB and North York Moors National Park as the
Native Woodland Development Officer.

Dale Wood, Brandsby; Winter 2002/2003.

A plan to establish 3ha of new woodland in this location was
successful in the Forestry Commission’s JIGSAW Challenge
scheme. The JIGSAW Challenge pays for the creation of new
native woodlands that link or expand existing fragments of semi-

natural woodland within the AONB

DOGGY WASTE
by Jamie, aged 8

He has been busy
bringing woodland into
appropriate management,
establishing new native
woodland and restoring
Plantations on Ancient
Woodland Sites. 2002 saw
the planting of 5ha of new
native woodland being
approved under the
Forestry Commission’s
‘JIGSAW Challenge
Scheme”.

If you own or manage an
area of woodland and
would like some advice or
support, please contact
Mike Chapman on Tel:
01439 770657. Mike can:

® Offer practical help to
woodland owners in
the area.

® Provide FREE advisory
visits to woodland
owners and advice on
woodland
management,
conservation, grants
and felling regulations.

® Help to plan and apply
for funding for
schemes to establish
new native woodland.

® Survey Plantations on
Ancient Woodland Sites
and develop strategies
for their future
management. O

The Howardian Hills AONB FACT FILE

As I come through in
my wheelchair

I smell something horrible
in the air

It looked awful, messy,
dreadful and vile

All stacked up in a dirty pile
It looked a complete
and utter disgrace
And here it was
right next to my face

The
Countryside
Agency

his Newsletter has
been produced by
he Howardian Hills

® The Howardian Hills covers 204
sg. km (79 sq. miles). area.

® The area was confirmed as an

AONB in 1987.

@ About 5,700 people live in the

® Over 15% of the area is
wooded. O
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The Way Forward

This year the work of the AONB Unit has been dominated by
the production of the new Management Plan, which will be
published in the summer of 2004. This document will
contain principles and objectives to help protect and
enhance the area over the next 5 years and beyond.

Have Your Say event at Oswaldkirk -
1 of 19 events held around the AONB
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A detailed consultation exercise has
been carried out, to ensure the Plan
is as comprehensive as possible.
People who live in, work in and use
the area, agencies and organisations
who operate in the area and visitors
have all been consulted. Over 1,700
people have provided their thoughts
and views on the future of the
Howardian Hills and some of the
children’s work is included in this
Newsletter.

A draft plan has now been written
and will be published for comment
on 20th October 2003. The formal
consultation period will then run until
1st December 2003. A series of
exhibitions has been set up as part
of this consultation, to give local
people an opportunity to comment
on the Plan, its objectives and

recommendations. If you cannot
attend the exhibitions but would like
a copy of the Plan, please contact
the AONB Office.

The final plan will be produced and
presented to the AONB Joint
Advisory Committee (JAC) for their
approval in February 2004. The three
local authorities (North Yorkshire,
Ryedale and Hambleton) will then
need to formally adopt the new
Management Plan by 1st April 2004.
This is a requirement placed on them
by the Countryside and Rights of
Way (CRoW) Act. The Management

Children from Terrington School exploring their
village — 1 of 14 school events held around the
i AONB

Plan will then be printed in its final
format in early summer 2004 and
distributed to local farmers, Parish
Councils, local shops and interested
organisations. @

The exhibitions will run from 4.00pm to 8.00pm at the following venues:

Tuesday 21st October
2003 at Terrington
Village Hall.

at Oswaldkirk Village
Hall.

Wednesday 22nd October
2003 at Brandsby
Village Hall.

Friday 24th October 2003

Thursday 23rd October
2003 at Welburn
Village Hall.

Monday 27th October
2003 at Amotherby
Village Hall.
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